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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
Dear Alki Elementary Community,  

A former colleague who is an expert 
Special Education teacher, Mr. Goldwater, 
told me to remember that we need to 
think of ourselves as a bank account.  
When we hear compliments or feel proud 
of ourselves, the “money” in our bank 
account grows.  When someone criticizes 
or hurts us, it withdraws from our bank 
account.  Now, the most interesting part of 
what he told me was that in order to withdraw successfully from this 
bank account, you need to have 7 “dollars” in the bank account for 
every withdrawal.   Meaning that for every criticism or negative 
experience, it takes 7 positive experiences with it when it leaves the 
bank.  This reminds me that if I make a “withdrawal,” I need to make 
sure I fill up the account before I think about making another 
withdrawal.  Mr. Goldwater is still filling my bank account to this day,  
he reminds me to do the same for others.   

As we gear up for Alki Teacher/Staff Appreciation week (first week 
of May), help me to honor the dedication and hard work of our 
amazing staff.  I get a front row view of all that they do and they do 
so much! Let’s take a look at a day in the life of a typical teacher…  

SCHOOL CONTACTS 

ATTENDANCE LINE 
(206) 252-9054 

PRINCIPAL 
Rena Deese 

(206) 252-9050 
rskido@seattleschools.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Lisa Noyes 

(206) 252-9050 
lnoyes@seattleschools.org 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASSISTANT 
Ann Stevens 

(206) 252-9050 
astevens@seattleschools.org 

OFFICE HELP 
Dianne Szerlong 
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Mary K Sykes 
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The Alki Way 

Always be Responsible  
Let Kindness Be Your Guide 

Keep Yourself and Others Safe 
Inspire Respect and Pride

Cont. on page 2
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6:30 AM:  Driving to school- thinking about my 
students and my lessons for the day 

7:00 AM:  Busily preparing for the ENTIRE day.  (Did 
I prepare that special chart for student A? What did my 
crazy principal send in that email this morning?)  

7:35 AM - 12:00 PM:  Teaching & changing lives!  

12:00 - 12:30 PM:  Lunch (Scarfing down food so that I can 
get back to my classroom and get the science materials out 
for the afternoon)  

12:30 - 2:05 PM:  Teaching & changing lives! 

2:05 - 4:00 PM:  Meetings (teammates, principal, 
committees, parents, etc..) 

4:00 - 6:00 PM:  Preparing for the next day (working on all 
the extra stuff I volunteered to help out with because I care 
so much!) 

Late at night:  (Worrying, planning, thinking of how things 
could be even better tomorrow) 

This schedule does not do justice to how much work our 
teachers and staff contribute, life in education is all-
consuming because it is such important work.  We have 
such amazing educators at Alki and help me honor them 
during Staff Appreciation week and always.   

Thank you Alki staff for all you do and for all you are.   

With love,  

Rena Deese 
Alki Elementary Principal 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/alkipta

SIGN-UP FOR E-NEWS 
Email contact@alkipta.com to sign up

CHECK OUT ALKI PTA'S WEBSITE 
www.alkipta.com

ALKI ELEMENTARY'S WEBSITE 
http://alkies.seattleschools.org/

LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL 
CONT.

IMPORTANT  
UPCOMING DATES 
Wednesday, Apr. 5 
(6:30 - 7:30 PM) 
PTA Meeting 

April 10 - 14 
NO SCHOOL 
Spring Break 

Wednesday, Apr. 19 
Class Picture Day! 

Friday, Apr. 28 
Passport Check 

May 1 - 5 
Teacher Appreciation Week 

Thursday, May 4 
(6:30 - 7:30 PM) 
PTA Meeting 

Monday, May 8 
(11:00 AM - 10:00 PM) 
Dine Out for Alki - Cactus

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL

CLASS PHOTO 
DAY! 
Wednesday, Apr. 19
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ALKI'S GLOBAL READERS 
ATTEND SEMI-FINALS 
DOWNTOWN 

Alki’s winning Global 
Reading Challenge 
group, The Global 
Readers, trekked 
downtown on Friday, 
Mar. 10 to take part in 
the semi-final round. Six 
students, representing 
all of our 4th and 5th 
grade classes, were 
amazing ambassadors 
for our school.  They 
worked together to 
answer 24 difficult 
questions about the ten 
books they have been 

reading since November. 

They faced seven other teams from various Seattle schools.  
Unfortunately, Alki’s Global Readers didn’t advance to the 
finals but THEY DID have an awesome day: riding the 
Water Taxi, having a treat at Top Pot, touring the downtown 
library, riding the Metro, dining at Pepperdocks and ending 
the day with ice cream. They loved the books they read and 
are now looking forward to reading new books! 

The 4th graders on the team are also looking forward to 
competing in the GRC next year! Thank you Leona, Aidan, 
Alec, Addy, Sophia and Adam for your hard work!

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL SALE EXTENDED UNTIL MID APRIL

Buy your yearbooks while we still have 
them in stock!  Last year we received a 
bunch of requests after the deadline and 
sadly were all sold out. 

Buy Here: https://ybpay.lifetouch.com/
Order/SelectJob 

Code #: 9879317

ALKI NIGHT  
OF THE ARTS 
Thursday, May 18

There will be grade level performances of 
songs/ dances and each child will have two of 
their “best” projects from visual art displayed 
for viewing. One piece will be at school and 
the other will be displayed at a local Alki 
business (hopefully).  We are also hoping that 
it will be a warm evening conducive to a 
neighborhood “Art Walk” and that the 
businesses will be willing to host “Alki 
Specials” for the night.  Plan to be there! 

Also, if you’d like to help with mounting 
artwork or in any other way, please contact Ms. 
Scranton at msgeorge@seattleschools.org

It’s that time of year where the Lost and Found has taken 
on a life of its own.  Please ask your students to check 
the growing number of items for their lost jackets, 
hoodies, lunch boxes, hats and gloves! 

ANY ITEMS LEFT IN LOST AND FOUND AT THE END 
OF THE CLOTHES FOR THE CAUSE FUNDRAISER – 
MAY 12TH – WILL BE DONATED!
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FAMILY SURVEYS 
Families of K-12 students can 
participate in two easy steps! 

1. By March 16, make sure your 
child’s school has your current 
email address on file. 

2. Respond to the survey you receive in late April 
by email (or regular mail for families without 
email addresses). 

About the Seattle Public Schools Climate Surveys 
Surveys are administered in the spring of each 
school year to all families, school staff, and 
students grades 3 through 12.  Results are used to 
guide improvements at the school and district 
level. 
For more information, including results of the 
2016 Family, Staff, and Student Surveys, please 
select “School Climate Surveys” at the following 
webpage: 

www.SeattleSchools.org/performance 
Surveys will be distributed through email                     
and paper.

Madison Middle School Drama 
Presents...

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL

Way to go Alki!  March's Backpack Drive was a great 
success... PLEASE KEEP IT UP!   

For those who don't know, Alki Elementary is partnering 
with the West Seattle Food Bank to support their School 
Back Pack Program. The Backpack Program currently 
provides weekend food for 369 school age children 
attending our community schools. Students can take 
home a back pack of food for the weekend when other 
food programs are not available. 

The bin will be here all year. Each student can bring their 
goods in in and place them right in the bin on their way 
to class.  

We will have an ongoing donation schedule for the 
remainder of the year. Each grade level will have a week 
to donate. We will cycle through each grade level before 
your turn comes around again!  

April Dates: 
• Apr. 3 – 7:  4th Grade 
• Apr. 10 – 14:  SPRING BREAK 
• Apr. 17 – 21:  3rd Grade 
• Apr. 24 - 28:  2nd Grade 

Shopping List 
• Juice (Boxed or Canned) 
• Healthy Snacks (Graham or Animal Crackers, 
• Granola Bars, Raisin, 100% Fruit Leather, Dried Fruits, 

Pretzels) 
• Shelf Stable Milk, Soy or Almond Milk 
• Applesauce/Fruit Cups (no sugar added) 
• Individual Meals (Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s,                                                                 

Mac n’ Cheese, Soup) 
• Top Ramen, Cup of Noodles 
• Whole Grain Cereal/Oatmeal 
• Safeway Gift Cards 

Questions? Contact Laura Mount: lamount03@gmail.com

Friday, Apr. 28 (7:00 PM) 
Saturday, Apr. 29 (10:00 AM) 

West Seattle High School Theater 

Advanced Tickets 
$5 Students  |  $10 Adults 

At the Door 
$10 Students  |  $15 Adults 

For Reservations please email 
lyndakeegan@comcast.net

http://www.SeattleSchools.org/performance
http://www.SeattleSchools.org/performance
mailto:lamount03@gmail.com
mailto:lamount03@gmail.com
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Idea 2: What is 
education? 
Similarly, we took the 
time to discuss what 
‘education’ and 
‘learning’ really was.  
We kicked off our 
newest topic with 
graduation speeches 
(found online) where 
valedictorians do an 
amazing job of 
outlining the 
importance of 
learning and how it 
connects to ‘life’.  We then all made posters about what we 
thought “education means…”.  I asked, “What does education 
mean to you?”  Answers included: Education is working hard. 
Education is when you are proud of what you learned. 
Education is important.   

Then, we transited to what ‘learning’ is.  I came up with the 
acronym (seen in the picture) and displayed it on our door (so 
this is the first thing students see as they enter).  We discussed 
each of these learning components and how it applied to us as 
individual learners. Then, I asked students to choose one letter 
to focus on improving for the next few weeks – for example – If 
you have difficulty with tasks that seem hard or difficult, then 
perhaps choose to focus on “I – Improve by embracing 
challenges”.   This was a type of ‘reminder’ or self-affirmation 
for students to remind them that it’s not just about getting 
better at learning new topics, but it’s also about improving 
yourself as a learner. I included myself in this activity as well.  
Then, we return to this same activity every few weeks. 
Interestingly, the “I can’ts” seemed to feel at ease with this 
activity as they could see that others around them also shared 
in their obstacles of different facets of learning. It makes the 
learning environment feel like we are all equals as we are all 

improving in 
some area or 
another.  In 
other words, 
this activity 
‘levels the 
playing field’.  

cont. on pg. 6

FROM THE 
ALKI STAFF

Our very own Mr. Heath was published in an online 
education magazine this year!  Inspired by fellow 4th 
grade teacher Mrs. Massimino, the article details 
different strategies and posters for educators to use 
to promote growth mindset in students.  While it is 
intended for educators Mr. Heath is confident that parents 
could use some of these models with their children at home.  Enjoy!

When did “I can’t” become so powerful?  
“I can’t” is difficult to defeat. It can destroy self-image and 
confidence. And, worst of all, it can cause a person to HATE 
school.  The power of “I can’t” grows stronger.  Having taught 
in high and low poverty, I believe that the power of “I can’t” is 
equally as destructive.  If we do nothing, students struggle 
and continue to live in a self-created negative learning 
environment where he/she feels useless.  How do we support 
and encourage students who continually feel like failures and 
have that self-talk of “I can’t” consistently running through 
his/her thinking? 

Creating a positive learning environment where every 
student feels safe, confident, and successful is of course our 
goal as educators.  I set out to defeat “I can’t” and created a 
series of mini-lessons that focused on creating a positive 
attitude and mindset when it comes to learning.   The result 
was a classroom where “I can’t” had no power! My students 
were taking more risks, tackling obstacles and challenges, 
and most importantly focusing on their growth and progress.  
They had a renewed sense of self and their experience 
became a positive one.  These tips and lessons were created 
to draw out students’ misconceptions about what “learning” 
really is. I will outline and briefly highlight the ideas and tips 
that lead to this rejuvenation in hopes that you can and will 
have a similar positive outcome and defeat “I can’t”. 

Idea 1: What is school? 
I was finding that students were ‘forgetting’ the essence of 
what school really is all about. So, our first topic of discussion 
was what school is – a place to get an education.  Sounds 
easy enough, but I found that my students have forgotten 
that.  I began with this mantra to remind my 
students what the point of school was.   This mantra 
repeats the word ‘opportunity’ because I wanted my 
students to understand that getting an education 
was not me ‘giving’ it to you, but you taking it! On 
the first day of school, I greeted my students with 
reading it aloud.  I did this each morning for the first 
month of school.  Then, we discussed how seizing 
every opportunity is difficult and definitely 
challenging, but the rewards are great.  We also 
discussed what would happen if you let each 
opportunity slip away. This was important to defeat 
“I can’t” because the “I can’ts” were just seeing 
school as a place where they had to go and survive. 
Students realized that school can be a whole lot 
more – if they seized the opportunity.
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FROM THE 
ALKI STAFF

Idea 3: What is 
success? 
I learned that my 
“I can’t” students 
viewed school as 
a cut and dry 
place where you 
were ‘good’ or 
‘bad’ at school.  As 

you can imagine, once someone has the perspective that he/
she is ‘bad’, then it is exceedingly difficult to overcome that 
mentality.  So, we held another series of lessons on what 
‘success’ was.  We discussed how we as learners are all on 
different levels and that success means different things to 
different people at different stages.  We defined what success 
was as a class.  After brainstorming and discussion, we 
arrived at a common definition: success is when you master 
something that you didn’t know before.  We wrote this 
definition on the board.  Then, we discussed this poster 
about ‘steps to success’.   

We broke down its components to see that in life and in 
academics we learn in stages.  This poster went a long way to 
show students how to achieve their own success.  I displayed 
it prominently in the front of the classroom and referred to it 
all year.  This visual gives the “I can’ts” a way to see the 
learning path of how to achieve goals.   

Additionally, we held a class discussion about how negative 
thinking can prevent us from taking this path towards 
learning.  So we brainstormed ideas of how to take negative 
thinking and make it positive.  I wrote 3 phrases on the 
board: I don’t know, I can’t, and I already know it.  We 
discussed how each phrase could lead toward ‘shutting 
down’ and not learning.  Then, I challenged students to 
change each phrase into a positive statement.  After 
collecting multiple examples, we settled on a select few and I 
created this visual for the 
front of the classroom.   

Now, whenever I heard “I 
can’t”, I would direct that 
student to look at the 
poster and say his/her 
statement again with a 
more positive phrase.  After 
a while, students were 
consistently using the 
positive phrases.  This 
uplifts the mood of the 
classroom and really 
focuses student energies 
around overcoming the 
obstacle and not focusing 
on the obstacle itself.

Idea 4: What is 
failure? 
After discussing 
what success is, 
it was natural to 
discuss the 
function of 
failure.  Some students were so afraid of failure that they 
allowed the fear to completely shut them down. These 
students weren’t taking risks, weren’t trying anything new, 
stopped participating or sharing ideas, and overall 
stopped learning.  So, we first discussed how this ‘fear’ of 
failure could negatively affect a students’ education.  We 
wrote many different ways on a thinking map.  Then, we 
created a cause and effect map for each ‘fear’.  Students 
then realized that true learning couldn’t take place if 
there was no failure.  Students watched youtube videos 
(that I preselected) about babies learning how to walk, 
kids learning how to ride a bike, and people learning new 
sports.  In each case, there was failure – but – the failure 
taught the person ‘what not to do’ as he/she tried again.  
We learned that failure is a part of the learning process.  I 
created this acronym and put it on a poster.   

Then, students all created mini-posters about their 
personal experiences with this acronym.  They wrote 
about times that they ‘failed’ and learned how to 
succeed.  Students clapped as we each took turns to 
share our posters and experiences with failure and how 
the outcome was positive.  Afterwards, I explain, 
“Although at the time of failure we feel many negative 
emotions (like embarrassed, sad, upset, angry), we can 
push through them and use those emotions to drive our 
motivation in succeeding.  At those low times, remember 
to focus on how great it will feel to succeed.”  We 
discussed ideas of how to ‘push’ ourselves through 
failure. The lessons about success and failure both create 
an easier and safer learning environment for students 
who find school a challenging and difficult place to 
survive.  It changes mentalities from “I am good” or “I am 
bad” into “I can improve” or “I am great and will get 
greater”.  
However you decide to use these ideas or tips – I believe 
the most important thing an educator can do is to draw 
attention to these topics of school, education, success 
and failure and take the time to discuss each one.  “I 
can’t” is difficult to defeat, but with these integral 

conversations with students, you can 
help to weaken its power.  And, in the 
long run, the class environment, 
dynamic, and overall experience will 
be a more positive one.  An 
environment filled with a focus on 
progress, on learning, on positive 
attitudes.  In essence – an 
environment where students say “I 
CAN!” 
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LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION FUNDING STILL 
NOT RESOLVED 
As you may have heard, the legislature 
passed a bill that will extend our local levy 
authority through calendar year 2018.  The 
good news is that this means Seattle Public 
Schools (SPS) will be getting $24 million back 
for the 2017 – 2018 school year.  The bad news is 
that due to salaries and compensation not being fully 
funded by the state, and other program funding issues, SPS 
is still looking at a $50 million dollar budget deficit for the 
2017 – 2018 school year.  In addition, the future of 
education funding as a whole is still very much up in the air.  

What needs to happen? 
• Right now the legislature is ironing out proposals for the 

state budget that need to include funding for schools. 
• The legislature also needs to pass an education funding 

plan that lays out how and what it will pay for. 

What has already happened? 
• The legislature has already defined what “basic 

education” is.  They did this work in 2009 by passing two 
bills outlining exactly what is included. 

• For more information check out HB 2261 and HB 2776 
from 2009. 

What can we do to help? 
• Continue to stay engaged.  Remind your friends to stay 

engaged. 
• Read about the budget proposals and voice your opinion 

to your legislators.   
• Show up to School Board meetings to find out how the 

district is managing funding issues. 
• Visit the Washington State Legislature web site to find out 

when education is being discussed:  http://leg.wa.gov/ 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Seattle School Board Meetings 
Auditorium, John Stanford Center    
• Wednesday, Apr. 5 (4:15 - 8:30 PM)  
• Wednesday, Apr. 19 (4:15 - 8:30 PM) 

School Board Director Leslie Harris - District 6 
Community Meeting  
Delridge Library, 5423 Delridge Way SW  
• Saturday, Apr. 18 (3:00 - 5:00 PM)             

 Washington State PTA Convention 
• April 28-30, 2017 | SeaTac Hilton

STANDING IN 
SUPPORT OF 
LGBTQ YOUTH 
On February 22, 2017, the 
National PTA released a 

statement in opposition to the Federal government’s 
decision to rescind the guidance that “a school must 
not treat a transgender student differently from the 
way it treats other students of the same gender 
identity under the law.” At Alki Elementary we support 
the National PTA in this action, and we uphold our 
values and goals that all children are treated equally 
in our school.  Unfortunately, across America 
discrimination and harassment are still too common 
among LGBTQ youth. According to the National PTA 
“The vast majority of LGBTQ students, however, are 
bullied, physically assaulted and feel unsafe in school 
because of their actual or perceived sexual 
orientation or identity.”(1)  Alki Elementary is a Safe 
Place school, designated by the Seattle Police 
Department, where individuals can feel safe to inform 
and report harassment and discrimination (2). 

Developing research demonstrates that children 
solidify their gender identity around age 3-4 years 
old (3).  Therefore, it is critical that discussions at 
elementary school age occur to address the diverse 
landscape of gender identity. As a community, we 
want to reaffirm non-discrimination but also go 
further; we want to celebrate the vast diversity of 
students that we have in our school and community. 
Students need to have open dialogue about what 
they see and hear in the media and society. There are 
many resources to support youth, such as Teaching 
Tolerance’s Best Practices for Creating and LGBT-
inclusive School Climate (4), PLAG (5),  and Human 
Rights Campaign (6).  The National PTA (7) focused 
on LGBTQ children in the month of October and 
provides a variety of resources for parents and 
educators.  Open, supportive dialogue with your 
child, as well as in our school community, is critical to 
all students’ overall health and well-being and ability 
to thrive in school.

(1)  http://www.pta.org/newsevents/newsdetail.cfm?ItemNumber=5135  

(2)  https://www.seattle.gov/spd-safe-place  

(3)  George J. Bryjak and Michael P. Soraka, Sociology: Cultural Diversity in a Changing World (ed. Karen 
Hanson), Allyn & Bacon, 1997; 209-245  

(4)  http://www.tolerance.org/lgbt-best-practices  

(5)  Formerly Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays https://www.pflag.org/supportpflag  

(6)  http://www.hrc.org/  

(7)  http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=4855 

http://leg.wa.gov/
http://www.pta.org/newsevents/newsdetail.cfm?ItemNumber=5135
https://www.seattle.gov/spd-safe-place
http://www.tolerance.org/lgbt-best-practices
https://www.pflag.org/supportpflag
http://www.hrc.org/
http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=4855
http://leg.wa.gov/
http://www.pta.org/newsevents/newsdetail.cfm?ItemNumber=5135
https://www.seattle.gov/spd-safe-place
http://www.tolerance.org/lgbt-best-practices
https://www.pflag.org/supportpflag
http://www.hrc.org/
http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=4855
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UPCOMING                    
PTA MEETINGS 
Wednesday, Apr. 5 
6:30 - 7:30 PM 
Vote in 2017-18 Officers 
PTA Budget Discussions  
Sign Up For Childcare 
www.tinyurl.com/
PTAMeetingChildcare 

Thursday, May. 4 
6:30 - 7:30 PM 
Present Budget Proposal

PTA PRESIDENT LETTER 
Happy Spring, Alki!  Finally! (at the time this went to 
print there was sun in the sky so I’m taking it!) 

I can’t believe April is upon us!  Spring Break is next 
week, PTA Running Club starts this month.  We’re 
ramping up to some of the most favorite days of the 
year: Staff Appreciation Week, Alki-a-thon, 4th and 5th 
grade camp, Spirit Week!  Yes, that’s right, Alki we’re over the hump and the 
end of the year is not too far off in the distance any longer.  Wow. 

Alki’s PTA leadership has eyes forward to next year as I type.  I am thrilled to 
report that our Nominating Committee selected two qualified and dedicated 
parents, Lynda Sullivan and Rebecca Ripley Kent, to join our Board in the roles 
of Treasurer and VP/Fundraising, respectively. I am personally grateful to these 
women for stepping up – it keeps the wheels turning and ensures that our 
organization will continue to have the volunteer (wo)man-power to support our 
school, families, staff and most of all our students.  It also means we will have 
new viewpoints and vision to help bring new ideas to the table and keep 
things fresh and exciting at Alki PTA! 

We understand not everyone has the time to commit to an Executive Officer 
role but perhaps you might find coordinating a PTA Event or Program a 
manageable way to contribute your time and input. There are literally a dozen 
different ways you can jump in and take on ONE thing and make a BIG impact 
at Alki next year: 

For more information on these roles please reach out to any Board member.  
And remember, any role is what YOU make it!  It’s a volunteer army and we’re 
just grateful you’re willing to join the ranks in making Alki the best it can be for 
our kids! 

Hope to see you TONIGHT at April’s General Membership Meeting 6:30-7:30 
PM where we will vote in next year’s new and returning officers.  And last but 
not least it’s time to discuss PTA BUDGET!  Come tonight and share with the 
PTA Budget Committee where you would like to see your dollars go in 
2017/18! 

Enjoy the spring sun! 

Best, 

Amy Cooper 
Alki PTA President  |  president@alkipta.com 

PTA EXECUTIVE  
OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
Amy Cooper 

President@AlkiPTA.com 

CO-VP COMMUNICATIONS 
Angela Powell 

Contact@AlkiPTA.com 

CO-VP EVENTS 
Lindsay Yost 

LindsayDYost@gmail.com 

CO-VP FUNDRAISING 
Lisa Rockel 

Fundraising@AlkiPTA.com 

SECRETARY 
Danielle Jones 

ddwjones@yahoo.com 

TREASURER 
Patti Johnson 

Treasurer@AlkiPTA.com

ALKI PTA

• Membership/Volunteer 
Coordinator  

• Dads and Donuts Chair 
• Spiritwear Campaign 

Coordinator 
• Auction Procurement Team 
• Staff Appreciation Week Chair 
• Yearbook Coordinator

• Reflections Art Program Chair 
• Back to School Popsicle Social 

Coordinator 
• Room Parent Coordinator 
• 5th Grade Breakfast Chair 
• PTA Childcare Coordinator
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http://www.tinyurl.com/PTAMeetingChildcare
http://www.tinyurl.com/PTAMeetingChildcare
mailto:President@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:Contact@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:Fundraising@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:ddwjones@yahoo.com
mailto:Treasurer@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:president@alkipta.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/PTAMeetingChildcare
http://www.tinyurl.com/PTAMeetingChildcare
mailto:President@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:Contact@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:Fundraising@AlkiPTA.com
mailto:ddwjones@yahoo.com
mailto:Treasurer@AlkiPTA.com
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ALKI PTA PTA BOARD NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 
The Nominating Committee presents the following candidates for the 
2017-18 PTA Executive Board: 
Lynda Sullivan  |  Treasurer 
Lives in West Seattle with husband, James, daughter, 
Sidney (5th Grade), son, Sawyer (2nd grade) and 
Golden Retriever, Roodey.  Some of her many outdoor 
hobbies including running, camping, fishing, golfing, 
snow skiing, rollerblading and biking. 

Lynda has been employed with Bentall Kennedy, a pension fund manager, 
in downtown Seattle for the past 22 years as a Senior Portfolio Accountant.  
She looks forward to rejoining the board next year as Treasurer. 

Rebecca Ripley-Kent  |  Co-VP Fundraising 
Rebecca is the proud daughter of teachers and 
passionate about funding for public education.  She is 
the mother of Cameron Kent who is in third grade.  They 
have lived in the Alki neighborhood for 7 years with 
their sweet Golden Retriever, Rocky. 
She has served on non-profit boards for two decades is excited about the 
opportunity with the Alki PTA as Co-VP of Fundraising. 

Returning Board Members: 
• Amy Cooper: President 
• Angela Powell: Co-VP Communications 
• Lindsay Yost: Co-VP Events 
• Danielle Jones: Secretary 

Nominees voted in at General PTA Meeting on Wednesday, Apr. 5.

WSPTA 
CONVENTION 
Alki PTA Board 
members, 
Lindsay Yost, 
Vanessa 
Longacre-
Wilcox and Amy Cooper will be 
attending the WA State PTA Convention 
April 28-30th representing Alki, receiving 
PTA training (required of all PTA Executive 
Officers) and getting their PTA geek on!  
The Convention is a great time to come 
together with PTA members and student 
advocates from all over Washington and 
anyone is welcome (registration fees 
apply.)  If you would be interested in 
joining for a day please reach out to 
president@alkipta.com by April 15th. 

BUY-IN PARTY THANK YOU'S 
Thank you to winter’s Auction Buy In hosts.  Each year teachers and parents offer their time and energy in hosting special 
events for students and parents.  These functions raise tons of dollars while also building community and creating lasting 
memories for our families and students. 

And a special shout out to Stan and Paulette Athan and Tom and Julie Madden as co-hosts of the 4th Annual Alki Poker 
Party Buy in!   All previous numbers were smashed with record signups, increased re-buys and amazing prize packages 
donated by the hosts!  In total $4470 raised for our students! Congrats to Stan Athan – this year’s !st place winner who will 
finally get his name engraved on the trophy!   

And of course, thank you to all of the guests who “Buy In” to these events and support Alki PTA! 

There are still spots available for upcoming Spring Buy Ins.  Visit alki.schoolauction.net/auction2016 to sign up!

Thank you to Alki Staff members: 
• Mr. Heath “Cool Lunches”:  $630 
• Mrs. Iba and Mr. Josh “Robotics Night”:  $450 
• Ms. Massimino “Tie-Dye Fun”:  $300 
• Mrs. Rasmussen and Ms. Gilbert “Parent’s Night Out 

Art/Dance Party”:  $360 
• Ms. Calkins and Ms. G “Bowling”:  $240 
• Mr. Beal and Ms. Scranton “The Science of Art and 

the Art of Science”:  $360

And Parents: 
• Katherine Hardin, LMP CYT “Yoga Together – Parent/Kid 

Yoga Class”:  $165 
• Kisha Vaughn “Kids Hip Hop Dance Class”:  $420 
• Pam Bigatel “Early Release Fine Art Workshop”:  $350 
• Billy Stover and Amy Cooper “Keys and Karaoke on Alki”:  

$690 
• Ott, Jones, Hansen-Wilson and Tirnauer Families “Alki 

Progressive Dinner”:  $780 
• Johnson/Wood Family "Alki Sleepover": $1300+

http://alki.schoolauction.net/auction2016
mailto:president@alkipta.com
http://alki.schoolauction.net/auction2016
mailto:president@alkipta.com
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PTA 
EVENTS

MOMS & MUFFINS THANK YOU 
What an amazing turn-out for Moms and Muffins! Thank you to BriAnna Smith, Melissa Spiker, and Jayson Boyd 
for your help with muffin cutting, milk pouring and coffee duty. A huge thank you to Mark and Nicole Turpen for 
the awesome give-aways and also the gluten-free muffins. And a big thank you to Mel Spy, Lena Scott and Ali 
Pankop.  

Doing events like this always reminds me why this school is such a special place for all of our families to be a 
part of. Thank you Alki for being inclusive. - Event Chair, Natasha Woolfolk  

(Thank you Natasha for chairing the event! - Alki PTA)

ALKI STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK! 
May 1 - 5 

"Appreciation is a wonderful thing. It makes what 
is excellent in others belong to us as well." – 
Voltaire 

We are grateful for our Alki teachers and staff 
everyday but the calendar gives us this special 
week to really SHOW them what they mean to us 
and thank them for all they do throughout the year for our kids! 

Please visit Alki’s SignupGenius (http://tinyurl.com/
StaffAppreciation17) and VOLUNTEER to help out one or more days 
if you’re able! 

This years events will include: 

• Monday, May 1:  Smoothie Monday! We will need four parent 
volunteers and their blenders to prepare smoothies for staff as 
they arrive to school for the day! 

• Tuesday, May 2:  Latte Tuesday! We will need four parent 
volunteers and their espresso machines to prepare lattes for staff 
to add some extra pep in their step! 

• Wednesday, May 3: Staff Luncheon!  This year's theme will be 
"Roots".  Bring your favorite family dish that reflects your heritage. 
We will need (at minimum) 15 volunteers to bring a special dish. 
Please mark your dish with its name and whether it's Gluten/
Dairy/Egg/Nut free as some of our staff has allergies. This will 
happen from 11:00am-1:00pm 

• Thursday, May 4:  Thank you letters!  Have your child write a 
thank you letter to their teacher, principal, front office or part time 
staff members.  Write their own or fill in a template that will come 
home in Kid Mail and drop into the PTA mailbox by May 1st for 
delivery to staff. 

• Friday, May 5: Small token of appreciation! Gift cards for $25 to a 
local restaurant for each staff member. We have 48 staff members 
at Alki Elementary and want to make sure that everyone is 
included. Please sign up to provide a gift card and drop it off in 
the PTA mailbox at school by May 1st. 

Please contact alkipta@gmail.com for more information.

http://tinyurl.com/StaffAppreciation17
http://tinyurl.com/StaffAppreciation17
mailto:alkipta@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/StaffAppreciation17
http://tinyurl.com/StaffAppreciation17
mailto:alkipta@gmail.com


April 5th 2017 Volume XI, Version 8

�11

FUNDRAISING

Mandala Workshop for Moms 
Spring 
$25  |  10 SPOTS OPEN 
Come join your friends in creative company and learn 
about the meaningful art making tradition of Mandalas! 
We will enjoy cocktails and snacks  I'll help you structure 
your Mandala (or small universe!) using geometry and 
traditional techniques. You'll have a choice of mediums to 
use for coloring your creation. This is a simple way to 
create a really beautiful work of non-representational art! 
I'm looking forward to sharing my knowledge of Mandalas 
and art techniques with you.  

Grades K-2 Early Dismissal Camp! 
Painting with Pam! Fine Art Workshop! 
Wednesday, May 10  (12:05 - 2:05 PM) 
$25  |  2 SPOTS OPEN  
Offered by Pam Bigatel- Artist and Educator, Owner/
Operator of Greenhouse Art School 

Sign your student up for this afternoon workshop where 
they will learn how to draw and paint realistic contours 
using a color gradient! In this workshop we use oil pastels, 
prismacolor pencils, and acrylic paint to create an abstract 
and a representational work of art. This is a great 
opportunity for young artists to sharpen their skills! 

Arbor Heights Pool Party 
May / June 
$75  |  15 SPOT OPEN  
Join other Alki families for a family pool party!  Drinks, 
heavy snacks and a warm fire will be provided. 

Annual Beach Bonfire 
May TBD (5:00 - 7:00 PM) 
$30  |  20 SPOT OPEN  
Join Ms. Iba, Ms. Nye and Ms. Roshalt for play time at the 
beach! DROP OFF your kiddos! We'll provide hot dogs, 
marshmallows and supervision. Students should bring 
beach toys - football, frisbees, kites, buckets, etc.  Students 
will not be in the water and should not wear swim suits.  
See you at the beach!

BUY HERE!
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiAuction2016-Catalog

UPCOMING 'OPEN' 
BUY-IN PARTIES!

SOLD OUT BUY-IN PARTY - 
FAMILY OLYMPICS SEEKS 
BACKYARD GAMES 
The Kramer’s and the Massimino’s are gearing up 
to provide an awesome experience this June for 
our 1st ever Family Olympics. We still are in need 
of a few items to make this special event a hit. If 
you happen to have any of the following available 
to be loaned to us for our Auction Buy-in we 
would be extremely grateful! We will make sure 
they get returned to you immediately after the 
event on June 3rd. 

• Corn hole 
• Ladder ball 
• Bocce 

Please contact smkramer@seattleschools.org or 
cmmassimino@seattleschools.org

2017 AUCTION 
PLANNING UNDERWAY 
The 2017/18 Auction is 7 months away, but we’ve 
already started planning!  We are still looking for 
volunteers to join our growing team.  Whether 
you work full-time or at home, we could use any of 
your expertise.  We are currently looking for 
assistance in procuring items to auction off, 
coordinating alcohol, games, and fun buy-in 
parties.  If you are looking for a way to be get 
involved while meeting fun Alki parents in the 
process this is the way to do it 

Please sign up here:  www.tinyurl.com/
VolunteerAuction2017

AMAZON SMILE - RAISE 
MONEY FOR ALKI WHILE 
YOU SHOP 

Did you know that when you are 
ordering on Amazon you could 
also be raising money for Alki?  
Amazon’s Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price from your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases.   

Read more on:  tinyurl.com/AlkiAmazonSmile

mailto:smkramer@seattleschools.org
mailto:cmmassimino@seattleschools.org
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiAuction2016-Catalog
mailto:smkramer@seattleschools.org
mailto:cmmassimino@seattleschools.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/VolunteerAuction2017
http://www.tinyurl.com/VolunteerAuction2017
http://www.tinyurl.com/VolunteerAuction2017
http://www.tinyurl.com/VolunteerAuction2017
http://www.tinyurl.com/VolunteerAuction2017
http://www.tinyurl.com/VolunteerAuction2017
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiAuction2016-Catalog
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3RD ANNUAL CLOTHES FOR 
CAUSE TEXTILE DRIVE 

Want to unload your donations early?  
The PTA will be collecting bags in 
advance.  Feel free to drop off your 
textiles at our PTA meetings. 

Please place your items in TIED garbage 
bags. No boxes or bins please. 

What do we take? 
• CLOTHING any kind and any condition  
• SHOES paired shoes any kind and any condition 
• TOWELS bath, kitchen, rags 
• SHEETS, BLANKETS, QUILTS, BEDSPREADS 
• BACKPACKS 
• CURTAINS, DRAPERY 
• PURSES and BELTS synthetic or leather 
• TABLECLOTHS, PLACEMATS 
• STUFFED ANIMALS! 

We cannot take: 
Glass, breakables, electronics, pet beds, bed pillows, carpeting, 
uniforms, or hotel/hospital linens, or items previously for sale at 
a thrift store. 

Question or inquiries please contact Ellie Ziegler 
(ellieleonard@yahoo.com)

DINE OUT FOR ALKI - 
CACTUS 
Monday, May 8 

In our third 
dine out for 
the year, join 
us at the 
beach!  
We’ve 
teamed up with Cactus down on Alki to 
donate 10% of food sales if you mention 
you’re with Alki Elementary.  Come by 
Monday, May 8 (11:00 AM – 10 PM)

FUNDRAISING ALKI-A-THON: LOOKING 
FOR SPONSORSHIPS 
Thursday, Jun. 1 

The Alki-A-Thon is Alki Elementary PTA’s 
second largest fundraiser of the year. Funds 
raised directly support our math curriculum, 
arts programs, social events, and all of the 
many great Alki PTA programs. Alki students 
will run, walk, skip, hop, or dance as many 
laps as they can around the All field and 
collect pledges based on their lap totals.  
But before they start running, we need you 
to start sponsoring.  Here are two ways you 
can do that: 

• Family sponsorships ($100):  Your family 
name can be on the back of every Alki-A-
Thon t-shirt!  

• Business sponsorships ($250):  Show your 
community support and receive some 
valuable promotion with your company 
logo or name on the back every t-shirt!  

 If you are interested in either a family and/
or business sponsorship or have any 
questions about this event/suggestions to 
make it even better, please contact Jessie 
Ryan (jessiebean76@gmail.com)

ALKI NIGHT OUT 
WITH THE SEATTLE 
STORM! 
Sunday, May 21 (4:00 PM) 

Join Alki Elementary School for 
a fun & family-friendly night out at KeyArena as the Storm 
take on the Washington Mystics. A portion of each ticket 
sold will go back to Alki PTA for fundraising! 

• Free Storm ThunderStix (bam bams) 
• Post-game free throw on the court for kids ages 12 and 

under) 

To purchase ticket(s), please visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiStorm17 (Promo: ALKI17) 
*Advanced sales only. Promo code link expires 24 hours prior to game date(s).

mailto:ellieleonard@yahoo.com
mailto:jessiebean76@gmail.com
mailto:jessiebean76@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiStorm17
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiStorm17
mailto:ellieleonard@yahoo.com
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VOLUNTEER & 
COMMUNITY

2017-18 OPEN CHAIR/
COORDINATORS 
POSITIONS 
• Membership/Volunteer Coordinator 
• Dads & Doughnuts Chair 
• Spiritwear Campaign Coordinator 
• Auction Procurement Team 
• Staff Appreciation Week Chair 
• Yearbook Coordinator 
• Reflections Art Program Chair 
• Back to School Popsicle Chair 
• Room Parent Coordinator 
• Fifth Grade Breakfast Chair 
• Site Improvement 
• Childcare Coordinator 
• Box Tops Coordinator/Chair

ALKI PRESCHOOL PROGRAM 

Do you have a preschooler at home? Did you know that Alki 
Community Center offers a preschool program? It’s true! We 
offer a preschool program for children aged 3 – 5 years old.  It 
runs Monday – Friday from 9 – 12:30. Our school-readiness 
preschool program meets the developmental needs of the 
whole child through individualized instruction, learning 
through play and Second Step; a social and emotional 
curriculum. For more information, please contact Kerri 
Keenan, Preschool Director, at 206-910-4490 or 
kerri.keenan@seattle.gov. 

Looking for something for your preschooler to do this 
summer? Bring them to summer day camp at Alki! We 
incorporate art and cooking into our weekly themes. In 
addition, we have fun playing outside and enjoying the 
sunshine. Camp runs weekly, Monday – Friday, 9 – 12:30. For 
more information, please contact Kerri Keenan, Preschool 
Director, at 206-910- 4490 or kerri.keenan@seattle.gov.

Alki After School Enrichment Classes will start the NEW Spring 
session soon, which runs from April 17th to June 16th, with a 
few great new classes! Registration is now open! We had a 
few classes fill up quickly last session, so don't wait to sign 
your student up! To register, pick up an information packet in 
front the the Alki Elementary office, enroll in person at the 
Community Center, or go to https://class.seattle.gov/parks. 
After school enrichment classes are under "Childcare and 
Out-of-school Time."  

We also want to welcome our new Program Administrator, 
Sebastien Boccaccio! Sebastien has worked with our Alki 
students in past years through the after school program and 
we are excited to welcome him back! If you have any 
questions about enrolling, contact Sebastien at 206-790-6659 
or sebastien.boccaccio@seattle.gov.

Mondays: 
Beginner Spanish (2:15 - 3:45 PM) - Grades K-5 
Skyhawks Basketball (2:15 - 3:15 PM) - Grades K-5 

Tuesdays: 
Beginner Pottery (2:15 - 3:45 PM) - Grades K-5 
Intermediate Spanish (2:15 - 3:45 PM) - Grades 2-5 

Wednesdays: 
Hula Hoop Dance (2:15 - 3:15 PM) - Grades 2-5 
STEM (2:15 - 3:45 PM) - Grades K-2 

Thursdays 
Chess Club (2:15 - 3:45) - Grades K-5 
Stone Soup Drama (2:15 - 3:15) - Grades K-5 

Fridays 
Break Dance (2:15 - 3:15 PM) - Grades K-5

ALKI ENRICHMENT AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

https://class.seattle.gov/parks
mailto:sebastien.boccaccio@seattle.gov
https://class.seattle.gov/parks
mailto:sebastien.boccaccio@seattle.gov
mailto:kerri.keenan@seattle.gov
mailto:kerri.keenan@seattle.gov
mailto:kerri.keenan@seattle.gov
mailto:kerri.keenan@seattle.gov
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