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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL  
Dear Alki Community, 

It is the season of gratitude and giving and 
in that spirit, I’d like to share some of the 
things that we are grateful for here at Alki. 

First, thank you to all of the families that 
made it out to Alki in the sometimes rainy, 
sometimes cold days before the 
Thanksgiving break to attend parent-
teacher-student conferences.  Our staff 
cares about your child and shares in the hopes and dreams of each 
student.  Educational research is clear that when families and schools 
partner together, student achievement and success increases.  Last 
month, I shared that we are helping our students answer                               
3 questions:  Where am I going; Where am I now; and How will I 
get there?  You should have seen evidence of your child’s goals and 
accomplishments during the conference.  Your continued 
partnership is critical to helping your child achieving his/her goals 
and I encourage you to continue checking in with your child’s 
teacher(s) on his/her progress.   

A second thank you to Michell Rodriguez and ALL of the volunteers 
who made this year’s Black and White Ball auction a resounding 
success!  It was such a fun evening to come together as a school 
community in support of all the children at Alki and the programs 
offered.   
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SCHOOL CONTACTS 

ATTENDANCE LINE 
(206) 252-9054 

PRINCIPAL 
Shannon Hobbs-Beckley 

(206) 252-9050 
smstanton@seattleschools.org 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Lisa Noyes 

(206) 252-9050 
lnoyes@seattleschools.org 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASSISTANT 
Ann Stevens 

(206) 292-9054 
astevens@seattleschools.org 

OFFICE HELP 
Dianne Szerlong 
(206) 252-9050 !

SCHOOL NURSE 
Mary K Sykes 

(206) 292-9057 
mksykes@seattleschools.org 

CAFETERIA 
Dianne Lannoye 
(206) 292-9058 

dllannoye@seattleschools.org

The Alki Way !
Always be Responsible  

Let Kindness Be Your Guide 
Keep Yourself and Others Safe 

Inspire Respect and Pride

ALKI CURRENTS

Cont. on page 2.
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LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL 
CONT. 
Your generous donations ensure that we can 
fund items such as:  updating our classroom 
libraries, electronic subscriptions for math and 
reading programs, the addition of a “belonging 
bench” to our playground area, reading and 

math tutors, playground supervisors, health room staff, 
updated emergency preparedness supplies, arts 
programs and materials, and special events for students.  
Your dollars truly make a difference and allow us to offer 
support to students that we would not otherwise have.   

I have shared before, and I will share again, that I feel 
blessed to be in my position at Alki Elementary.  It is a gift 
to work in this community each day.  Alki is your public 
school and with that in mind, I would like to personally 
invite you to join us at the PTA meeting on December 10th.  
Alki is your school and we want to hear your voice.  Your 
PTA leadership is planning to gather your feedback about 
what is going well for our school and your ideas about 
what could be done differently or better.  You will also be 
able to hear from guest speakers about district and state 
funding and ways you can share your thoughts with state 
leaders.  Come be a part of YOUR PTA and your school 
community! 

Finally, I would like to take a moment to wish all of you a 
season of joy, happiness, and contentment with your 
families.  May you end 2015 with gratitude and begin 2016 
with hope and optimism for a great year! 

Warmly, 

Shannon Hobbs-Beckley

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL

IMPORTANT  
UPCOMING DATES 
Thursday, Dec. 10 
6:30 - 7:30 PM 
PTA Meeting 

Friday, Dec. 18 
1:50 PM 
EARLY DISMISSAL 
Winter Break 

Dec. 21 - Jan. 3 
NO SCHOOL 
Winter Break 

Monday, Jan. 4 
SCHOOL RESUMES 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 
12:50PM 
EARLY DISMISSAL 

Monday, Jan. 18 
NO SCHOOL 
MLK Day

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/alkipta

SIGN-UP FOR E-NEWS 
Email alkipta@gmail.com to sign up

CHECK OUT ALKI'S WEBSITE 
http://alkies.seattleschools.org/

HI-YU FAMILY SURVEY 
Hi-Yu is hosting an online survey to hear from the West 
Seattle Community.  With the influx of new residents and 
the amount of change happening in West Seattle it's 
more important than ever for the Hi-Yu Festival to identify 
with the community.  Families are a huge part of the 
festival and their voice is important to making sure Hi-Yu is 
successful in the future.  Survey closes, December 13th. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HIYU

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HIYU
http://alkies.seattleschools.org/
http://alkies.seattleschools.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HIYU
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AROUND  
THE SCHOOL

ALKI PTA THEATRE 
ENRICHMENT 
2015/16 
This year, the PTA is 
excited to offer the musical 
production of Peter Pan in 
conjunction with Stone 
SoupTheatre.  This terrific enrichment opportunity 
will be offered to 3rd - 5th graders.  A lottery system 
will be used, if necessary, to determine placement 
for 3rd and 4th graders, should all spaces fill. 5th 
graders who would like to participate are 
encouraged to, and guaranteed a spot.   

Auditions and casting will be on Dec. 10 and Dec. 
11 after school. Rehearsals begin the following 
week and run through February.  All of the students’ 
practice and hard work culminates with 
performances on Feb. 5 and Feb. 6 at West Seattle 
High School. 
The mandatory parent meeting for all families 
involved in the musical will be on Dec. 8 from 7 - 8 
PM.  Your student’s placement in the musical will be 
confirmed via email and Kidmail prior to the parent 
meeting.   
If your young actor is interested in participating in 
Peter Pan, start prepping for casting!  Each actor 
participating should prepare a monologue or poem, 
along with a song, to showcase their talents!  
Paperwork will be coming home in November.  The 
cost of this enrichment program is $95.00 per 
student made payable to the Alki Elementary PTA, 
payment due at the parent meeting, after 
confirmation of placement.  

Questions? Contact Nikki Eisenhut 
nicolelee916@yahoo.com

Parents!  Students!  Come join us for Fuel Up to 
Play 60!  Free, with parent permission!   

When:  Thursday mornings 7:50 to 8:20AM in 
Alki Gym 

Breakfast:  8:20 to 8:40 AM in the cafeteria, or 
supervised Alki playground time. 

This activity will be weekly until Spring Break, 
every Thursday that school is open. 

Incentives:  Students who participate 3 days 
between now and December 17 will receive a Fuel 
Up to Play 60 Tshirt.   

All families are encouraged to sign on to http://
www.FuelUptoPlay60.com website to earn points 
for themselves and Alki. 

Fuel Up With Breakfast activities will be held on 
December 1 and  3, with prizes for all. We 
encourage everyone to eat healthy and move 60 
minutes every day! 

Parents, you are invited to come join us on  
Thursday mornings.  Please register as a School 
Volunteer in the Alki office.

Our lost and found is rapidly filling up!!  Come 
claim your items in the lunchroom!!

http://www.FuelUptoPlay60.com
mailto:nicolelee916@yahoo.com
mailto:nicolelee916@yahoo.com
http://www.FuelUptoPlay60.com
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LEGISLATIVE & 
COMMUNITY

WSPTA FOCUS DAY 
Feb. 3, 2016 (Olympia) 

WSPTA's legislative focuses for the next legislative 
session have been  decided on.  Funding McLeary 
is the top focus.  You can help support our state 
fully funding education by emailing legislators, 
and attending the Feb. 3 Focus Day in Olympia.

ALKI PTA              
LEGISLATIVE MEETING 
Dec. 10, 2015 
• Legislative Agenda presented to General 

Membership 

Dec. 11 - ongoing 
• Implement Legislative Agenda

WRITE YOUR 
LEGISLATORS & 
TELL THEM HOW 
YOU FEEL 
Address 
The Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education 
Committee  
462 J.A. Cherberg Bldg. 
P.O. Box 40466 
Olympia, WA 98504-0466 

Email addresses 
• Steve.Litzow@leg.wa.gov,  
• Rosemary.McAuliffe@leg.wa.gov 
• Andy.Billig@leg.wa.gov 
• Joe.Fain@leg.wa.gov 
• Andy.Hill@leg.wa.gov 
• mark.mullet@leg.wa.gov 
• Ann.Rivers@leg.wa.gov 
• Christine.Rolfes@leg.wa.gov 
• sharon.nelson@leg.wa.gov

BELL TIMES 
The Seattle School Board has 
approved the final revised list of “bell 
time” changes for the 2016/17 school year. 

This year – 8:40 AM - 2:50 PM 
Next year – 7:55 AM - 2:05 PM

ALKI CHRISTMAS SHIP 
FESTIVAL 
Dec. 12; 4-6 PM 

The Argosy Cruises Christmas Ship Festival is a 
holiday celebration that has been a Pacific 
Northwest tradition since 1949. Every year, the 
Argosy Christmas Ship sails to different Puget 
Sound waterfront communities. Choirs onboard 
sing 20-minute performances to these 
communities, all broadcast via state-of-the- art 
speaker system. On shore, thousands of people 
gather around roaring bonfires anticipating the 
arrival of the Christmas Ship.  

Join us at the Alki bathhouse for some hot 
chocolate and snacks and wait for the Christmas 
ship while listening to sound of the seasons by 
local musical Artists.   December 12th, 4–6 PM to 
watch the Christmas Ships this year.  

For more information, please call: 
Alki CC 684-4730  
Sponsored by Seattle Parks and Recreation and Remax Junction

mailto:Steve.Litzow@leg.wa.gov
mailto:Rosemary.McAuliffe@leg.wa.gov
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PTA PRESIDENT LETTER 
Dear Alki Families, 
Welcome to December at Alki Elementary and 
what is looking like a real winter! Brrrr!!!! We have 
had quite a year thus far, which include some 
incredible successes and challenges. 

STAFF REDUCTION 
To catch everyone up, the grant utilized to eliminate the reduction in 
staffing from Seattle Public Schools (SPS) was submitted, approved 
and a check was delivered to SPS on Friday, Nov. 20.  Thank you to 
our Principal, Mrs. Beckley, for her guidance and leadership through 
this challenging process and to the plethora of donors from the Alki 
Community and beyond for their extremely generous donations. 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
With this incredible achievement comes responsibility. Responsibility 
to honor the funds contributed and responsibility to continue our 
efforts to demand the education promised to our children.  As a 
result of this experience, the PTA has boosted Alki Elementary’s 
legislative participation and is committed to being knowledgeable, 
present and prepared when legislative events effect our students. 
We have initiated a Legislative Committee, in addition to our already 
existing Legislative Chair, Malik Davis.  This group of dedicated 
parents will be working hard to create a calendar of Legislative 
events and contacts, in addition to educating families, fostering 
partnerships with SPS and SEA, we are also committed to continuing 
to pressure Washington State to uphold the McCleary decision. 

AUCTION 
November’s auction was outstanding! Thank you Michell Rodriguez 
and all of the many volunteers who worked for hours, days, and 
months prior to the big event to ensure its success!  With over 
$86,000 in donations, it is easy to see the level of support our Alki 
families have for our school.  By surpassing our auction fundraising 
goal, it allows for the PTA budget to continue to support and expand 
a rich and robust education at Alki. A big thank you also goes to 
those of you who were able to attend this great, fun-filled evening. 
 Your generosity to our kids is much appreciated!  

EXECUTIVE BOARD NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
As this calendar year comes to a close, our Nominating Committee is 
looking to fill the positions of VP of Fundraising, VP of Events, and 
President for the 2016-17 school year. We are still in need of two 
more members to join Lindsey Yost and Davina Dilley on the 
Nominating Committee, to search for and identify candidates for 
these open positions.  Please contact Lindsey Yost, 
(lindsaydyost@gmail.com) if you are interested in helping out… all it 
takes is assembling a group of committed parents to lead the PTA.

PTA EXECUTIVE  
BOARD 
PRESIDENT 

Kirsten Donovan 
AlkiPTAPrez@gmail.com 

CO-VP COMMUNICATIONS 
Nicole Kistler 

AlkiPTA@gmail.com 

CO-VP EVENTS 
Angela Powell 

angmpowell@gmail.com 

CO-VP FUNDRAISING 
Patti Johnson 

patti.d.johnson@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Kristin Dickerson 

kristin.dickerson@yahoo.com 

TREASURER 
Patti Johnson 

patti.d.johnson@gmail.com

UPCOMING PTA 
MEETINGS 

DEC. 10 
6:30 - 7:30 P.M. 

Vote on and form Nominating 
Committee 

FEB. 11 
6:30 - 7:30 P.M. 

Vote on and form budget 
committee, nominating committee 

results, present candidates

ALKI PTA

Cont. on page 6.
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PTA PRESIDENT LETTER (cont.) 
PTA GENERAL MEETINGS 
Did you know annually, the PTA supplements over $140K in educational 
support, materials, programming and enrichment at Alki?  Without this 
funding, can you imagine what the curriculum would look like without these 
PTA dollars at work?  All of this happens because of you!  Donating your 
time, money and/or skills to help our children’s education.   
In the spirit of the New Year, we are changing the format of our PTA meetings 
to become more informative (legislative, building, community, etc.) and an 
open forum for the general membership to have their opinions heard! 
We also want to use it as a platform to showcase all the amazing things our 
kids are doing around the school.  This month we will be joined by some of 
our 5th graders reading poetry that they have been working on in their 
classes. 
Need childcare in order to attend the meetings?  We are working with local 
Girl Scouts (and Alki Alum) to try to provide free childcare during EVERY 
meeting for the remainder of the year.  Stay tuned to see upcoming available 
dates. 

In addition:  We will have attendance raffles (giftcards, Alki swag, etc.) AND 
we will start utilizing our meetings as a place to drop off those soft goods 
you've been saving for our May Clothing Drive. 

Our community has learned the hard way about the realities of public 
education and how banding together in crisis we can change things.  The 
PTA doesn't work without your voices and ideas.  Please come Thursday, 
December 10th @ 6:30 - 7:30 PM 

Alki PTA hopes all our Alki Families have a wonderful Winter Break and a 
happy, healthy New Year!  
Warm regards, 

Kirsten Donovan 
PTA President 2015-16

PTA PRESIDENT 
CO-VP EVENTS 

CO-VP FUNDRAISING

Getty Images

ALKI PTA

Are you interested in any of 
these PTA Executive                        

board positions or in helping 
the committee find people 

who are?  

Please contact Lindsay Yost 
lindsaydyost@gmail.com

2016/17

Wondering how you could help at 
your child's school, but can't miss 

work?  We need someone1-2 
hours every other month to 

compile childcare requests for 
school functions.  Email 

alkipta@gmail.com to inquire.

YOUR PTA DOLLARS AT WORK 
DECEMBER SPOTLIGHT: WRITERS IN THE SCHOOL
Writers in the Schools (WITS) is now in its 20th year 
serving K-12 public school youth in the Puget Sound 
region, with the majority of our schools in the Seattle 
Public School system. The program matches schools with 
local, professional creative writers for yearlong artist 
residences.  
Over the course of the year, our writers-in-residence 
typically work in-depth with 6-9 classes of students for 
9-14 sessions each. Over these sessions, students write 
and publish their own poems, stories, or memoirs.  
Our goals are the following:  
• Inspire students to engage in the writing process, build 

skills and improve the quality of their writing, and 
increase their self-confidence.

• Invigorate the teaching of writing by 
providing teachers with innovative lessons 
and literature, fresh techniques, and the time and 
encouragement to join their students in writing  

• Support and sustain a positive culture of reading and 
writing at each school.  

Our writer in residence is Jeanine Walker.  She is currently 
finishing her 8 week period with the 5th grade writers and 
will start with 4th graders in the New Year.  Parents of 5th 
grade students are invited to poetry readings by their 
students on December 16th.  Contact Ms. Calkins or Mr. 
Heath for more details, including the times for each class. 
For more information check out:   
https://youtu.be/mPOutGEs9g

mailto:alkipta@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/mPOutGEs9g
mailto:alkipta@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/mPOutGEs9g
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ALKI PTA 
EVENTS

SHOW OUR STAFF HOW MUCH 
YOU APPRECIATE THEM! 
Please join us in celebrating our Alki teachers and staff.  Let's show 
them how much our appreciation by making an Italian themed 
lunch Wednesday, December 9th.  This is the one time during the 
school year that teachers and staff have a chance to enjoy lunch 
together.  We would love your help transforming the library into a 
dining area, providing food, serving and cleaning up.   

Your help is needed for it to be a success: 
http://alturl.com/gwt9d 
If you have any questions, please contact : 
Tina Monroe, tinalmonroe@hotmail.com .  

KIDS ART - LIVE AUCTION 
Our kids art sold collectively for $7,475!  Check out all the cool 
pieces our children made below. 

(more info about the auction on page 9). 

Photos by Janet Huff

http://alturl.com/gwt9d
mailto:tinalmonroe@hotmail.com
http://alturl.com/gwt9d
mailto:tinalmonroe@hotmail.com
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ALKI PTA 
FUNDRAISING

BOX TOPS 
Thanks to everyone for sending in your box tops!   
Keep collecting and submitting them all year 
long - each Box Top is worth 10 cents for Alki!  
This has added up to thousands of dollars for 
our school over the years.  Our goal for the 
2015-2016 school year is $600.  That’s 6,000 Box 
Tops - only 15 Box Tops per student! 

3 Simple Steps make it easy to participate: 
1. Purchase eligible brands at your local grocery 

stores – examples include Chex, Kleenex, 
General Mills cereal, Betty 
Crocker, Gogurt, 
Progresso….the list goes 
on. 

2. Clip your Box Tops! 
Create a collection 
location in your home where everyone in your 
household can put the clipped Box Tops.  For 
example, using a refrigerator magnet, we put 
an envelope or small box on our fridge 
labeled Box Tops. 

3. Send Box Tops to school regularly with your 
children to submit in the collection bin as they 
enter the lunchroom.  The kiddos love to 
participate in this process! Visit 
www.boxtops4education.com for additional 
information on eligible products and ideas for 
saving Box Tops.  

Questions?  Contact Jeaneva Perez-Lehmann at 
jaypea5@hotmail.com.  Happy Clipping!

RETROACTIVE KIDS 
FUNDRAISING WEEK 
Saturday Nov. 28 - Sunday, Dec. 6 
Vintage, classic, and one-of-a-kind toys and 
gifts for your retro-active kid and the kid at heart!  
Retroactive Kids is a fun, creative, nostalgic store to shop 
for toys, kid's books and baby gifts.  Also available are 
adult and child hair cuts in the salon, Columbia City Cuts, 
which is located in the back of the store.   
How it works: Customers of Alki need only to mention our 
school name at check out and 15% of the total sale will 
be donated to Alki Elementary PTA.  No special coupon is 
required. 

Location: 4859 Rainier Avenue South (in Columbia City), 
Seattle, WA 98118  

Hours: Monday - Friday, 10 am - 6 pm * Saturday   
Contact: (206) 932-3154  

www.retroactivekids.com  
Just a few important notes:  
• Because Retroactive Kids is donating 15% of designated 

purchases to our school, they cannot accept coupons or other 
special discounts during fundraising week. 

• If a customer returns any item(s) purchased using the 
fundraising donation, they will offer in-store credit or exchange 
only.  Receipt required. 

• Lego items are excluded.

CLOTHING DRIVE UPDATE 
Are the clothes that are you're saving for the clothing drive piling up? 
Can't wait until May to donate? 
We know how annoying it is to have unwanted textiles that are out of fashion, not 
needed, or no longer fit cluttering up your house. 

Stop by the PTA meeting on Thursday, Dec. 10th (6:30 PM), and every General PTA meeting after to donate 
those goods early and still participate in our May clothing drive.

http://www.retroactivekids.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
mailto:jaypea5@hotmail.com
http://www.retroactivekids.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
mailto:jaypea5@hotmail.com
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Thanks to everyone who attended, sponsored, volunteered  and 
donated to the Alki Elementary PTA Black and White Ball Saturday 
November 7th.  It was a great turnout and so fun to see everyone 
dressed up.  It was amazing however, that we surpassed our 
fundraising goal and raising $86,850 for our school. 
Here are a few of the highlights: 

• Belonging Bench Raise the Paddle - $1,000 

• Classroom Libraries & Raz-Kids Raise the Paddle - $15,005 
• Kid Art - $7,475 

• Buy-In Parties and Experiences - $14,060 

A SPECIAL THANKS to our Auction Committee:  
Michell Rodriguez (Auction Chair); Barbara Ott, Amy Cooper 
(Procurement Team); Danielle Jones (Dessert Dash Coordinator/ 
Procurement Support); Pam Bigatel (Kid Art Coordinator); Jen 
Typpi (Ticket Sales); Cheryl Meckley (Buy In Coordinator); Kelly 
Kalkwarf (Database); Brooke Fitterer (Grade Basket Coordinator/
Closing Team Chair); Erik Fitterer, Curt Ryser, Amy Bannister 
(Closing Team); Andy Wood (Poster/Graphic Design); Angela 
Powell (Slideshow/Raise the Paddle Video); Erin & Erin Kelley, Jen 
Trise, Colleen Davis (Decorations/Support) 
Kid Art Artists:  Paulette Athan, Melia Scranton, Amy Dodson, 
Karen Hicks, Cynthia Fein-Wallace, Lisa Nobis, Lynda Sullivan, 
Pam Bigatel, Debby-Lee Ellis, Pauline Chardoul-Sutter, Jen Typpi, 
Hope Youngs.   

Auction Support:  Aly Halberg, Amy Reese, Britney Straus, Cristina 
Ryser, Davina Dilley, Diane Szerlong, Eric Chardoul-Sutter, Grace 
DelRosario, Heidi Fahy, Kirsten Harrison, Kristin Dickerson, Laura 
Mount, Lisa Rockel, Lindsey McDonald, Malik Davis, Mary Roper, 
Mike Dickerson, Patti Johnson, Paul Rodriguez, Petra Whitehead. 

Alki Elementary is grateful for the hours of work you put in to make 
this year's auction event a successful one for our children and our 
school. 
Another thank you to volunteer Janet Huff for taking photos during 
the event!  Photos here: http://tinyurl.com/zxz9879

BUY IN PARTY -
SPOTS STILL 
AVAILABLE 
We still have Buy-
In Party spots for 
kids and 
parents alike.  
Do any of these 
experiences 
sound interesting?   

• 5th Annual Geocaching 

• After School Valentine          
Making Party 

• Alki Sleepover 

• Annual Beach Bonfire 

• Become a Youth Orca 
Expert with Mrs. 
Massimino 

• Capture the Flag 

• Holiday Houses 

• Library Night 

• Poker Night 

• Soccer Clinic 

• Spring Baseball Tune-Up 

FIND OUT MORE HERE: 

http://tinyurl.com/zdn635y

http://tinyurl.com/zdn635y
http://tinyurl.com/zxz9879
http://tinyurl.com/zxz9879
http://tinyurl.com/zdn635y

