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The Alki Way
Always be Responsible
Let Kindness Be Your Guide
Keep Yourself and Others Safe
Inspire Respect and Pride

SCHOOL CONTACTS
ATTENDANCE LINE
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PRINCIPAL
Shannon Hobbs-Beckley
(206) 252-9050
smstanton@seattleschools.org
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
Lisa Noyes
(206) 252-9050
lnoyes@seattleschools.org
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Ann Stevens
(206) 292-9054
astevens@seattleschools.org
OFFICE HELP
Dianne Szerlong
(206) 252-9050
SCHOOL NURSE
Mary K Sykes
(206) 292-9057
mksykes@seattleschools.org
CAFETERIA
Dianne Lannoye
(206) 292-9058
dllannoye@seattleschools.org

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Dear Alki Community,
This past month, our weekly school
assemblies have focused on goal setting
and perseverance. We have been learning
the process for setting and monitoring
goals, working as a school on a goal to
reduce the number of tardies, and working
to celebrate achievements. I’d like to
share a few highlights with you. More
importantly, invite you to use these ideas
with your child(ren) when talking about
goals and perseverance at home.
Early in January, I shared with students six steps to setting and
achieving a goal:
1.Write clear and measurable goals.
2.Create a specific action plan for each goal.
3.Read your goals daily and visualize yourself accomplishing them.
4.Reflect on your progress to see if you are on target.
5.Revise your action plans if needed.
6.Celebrate your accomplishments.
See more at: http://tinyurl.com/hdgzhy3
Mid-month, we watched goal setting and perseverance in action
when a 7 seven year old named Audri made a Rube Goldberg
machine to trap a monster. You can watch this fun short video at
http://tinyurl.com/ozglhqu.

!

Cont. on page 2.
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AROUND
THE SCHOOL
IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES
Friday, Feb. 5
7:00 PM - West Seattle HS
School Musical - Peter Pan Jr.

LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL
CONT.

And all month, we have been tracking progress
on a goal that stems from something I shared
with you in the January edition of Currents. If
you recall, I wrote about the inordinate amount
of student tardies during the first part of the
year. As a school, we have made a goal to reduce the
number of tardies each week by 10%. I am pleased to
report that with a little awareness and effort, we are
making progress! For the first 3 weeks of the new year,
we have exceeded our 10% reduction goal each week.
That still leaves us with 43 tardies per week, a number
that is too high.

Saturday, Feb. 6
2:00 PM - West Seattle HS
School Musical - Peter Pan Jr.
Thursday, Feb. 11
6:30 - 7:30 PM - Cafeteria
PTA Meeting

!

Mon/Tues, Feb. 15 & 16
NO SCHOOL

REMINDER
THERE IS school
Feb. 17-19

Due to the Teacher Strike in September

CHECK OUT ALKI'S WEBSITE
http://alkies.seattleschools.org/
SIGN-UP FOR E-NEWS
Email alkipta@gmail.com to sign up
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/alkipta
READ OUR BLOG
https://AlkiPTA.wordpress.com

So I simultaneously thank you for all you have done to
make sure your child is arriving at school on time and I
ask that you continue to help us persevere and meet our
goal of having all students to school on time. As a
reminder, school begins at 8:40 am so we have
suggested to students that they plan on arriving by 8:35
am each day.
As a final word this month, I would like to highlight a
double meaning for Happy New Year. Not only has the
calendar year just begun, but so is the school budget
process for the 2016-2017 school year. If you are
interested in the school budget process, please read the
BLT Update (pg. 5) in this edition of Currents and attend
the PTA General Membership Meeting on Feb. 11.
Warmly,
Shannon Hobbs-Beckley
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AROUND
THE SCHOOL
! FUNDRAISER FOR
! TECHNOLOGY
! Learning Coding with Robotics
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
! MOOD METER
!
!
!

Our computer lab is a buzz with creativity, exploration, and
excitement. This year all 415 kindergarten through fifth
grade students participated in the Hour of Code, where
they learned basic coding skills in a fun and interactive way.
After three days they were excited to share the games and
videos they made using these newly acquired skills.
We used our new DonorsChoose iPad minis to document
our learning by taking pictures and video. How cool would
it be to use our new iPad minis and newly acquired coding
skills to learn about robotics?
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HOURS OUR KIDS HAVE
MY PROJECT:
LOGGED CODING
During the Hour of
Code my students used
computers to write
simple code to move an
object from one place
to another. Our
Kindergartners were
eager to get Angry Bird
to reach the pig. Older students wrote simple code
to get another student to stack cups in a certain
pattern. They were excited to see if the code they
wrote really worked.

Now it's time to take their coding skills to robotics.
Using our new iPads students will be able to write
code to move Dash Dot, BB-8 and Orbotix, actual
robots.
By funding this project my students' coding skills
will improve, their joy of learning will continue and
hopefully many of my students will be interested in
pursuing a career in computer science.

To Donate/Find out More Info...
http://tinyurl.com/j9mvb5k

Alki Elementary is currently rolling out the Mood Meter! As
shared in last month's Currents, the Mood Meter is one of
the few tools that students will learn to utilize as part of the
RULER program that we are launching this year. The
RULER acronym stands for Recognizing, Understanding,
Labeling, Expressing and Regulating emotions. Building
these skills of emotional intelligence has been shown to
help students to understand and manage their feelings
effectively, make better decisions, build healthy
relationships, and be top learners in their classroom.
The Mood Meter is used to talk about feelings (of students,
characters in a book, even a classroom as a whole, for
example). There are four colors on the Mood Meter (red,
blue, green, and yellow) and each represents a different set
of feelings. Different feelings are grouped together on the
Mood Meter based on their pleasantness and energy level.
• RED feelings: high in energy and low in pleasantness
(e.g., angry, scared, and anxious)
• BLUE feelings: low in energy and low in pleasantness
(e.g., sad, disappointed, and lonely)
• GREEN feelings: low in energy and high in pleasantness
(e.g., calm, tranquil, and relaxed)
• YELLOW feelings: high in energy and high in
pleasantness (e.g., happy, excited, and curious)

RULER Questions:
1. How are you feeling? (Recognizing and Labeling)
2. What happened to make you feel this way?
(Understanding)
3. How are you showing your feeling? (Expressing)
4. What are you doing to feel more, less, or the same
of that feeling? (Regulating)
Ask your child to explain more about how the Mood
Meter works, and consider incorporating Mood
Meter check-ins into your daily routines at home. A
brief video about the mood meter is available at
http://tinyurl.com/qb278js.
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AROUND
THE SCHOOL
!ALKI TAKES FLIGHT IN THE
MUSICAL - PETER PAN JR.
Feb. 5 & 6; West Seattle High School

Peter Pan Soars into West Seattle High School Theater and the
time is now to purchase your tickets! Alki PTA and students,
in conjunction with Stone Soup Theatre, are proud to present
Peter Pan the musical! Alki’s 3rd-5th grade students sing,
dance and tell the timeless tale of Peter Pan. Students will be
performing Friday, Feb. 5 at 7 PM, and Saturday Feb. 6 at
2 PM at West Seattle High School.

Pick up your
ticket order form
outside the main
office (or
download off of
the Alki Blog)
and turn it in with
your check to the
PTA Mailbox.
Adult tickets are
$10 and children are $5. Let’s give our hard
working actors a sold out show!
All proceeds from the show go back into covering
the PTA’s cost of this amazing production, which
would not be possible without the support of our
wonderful Alki families. Don’t miss this action
packed adventure!
Questions about purchasing your tickets?
Contact: Davina Dilley dmdilley@seattleschools.org
or Karissa Maclachlan karisajm@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS SPELLING BEE PARTICIPANTS!!!
We are so proud of the participants for taking on the
very vulnerable and courageous task of standing in
front of an audience and spelling. Their practice at
home and bravery trying something new showed
their Alki Way spirit!
Ms. Coghill, Mrs. Rasmussen, Mrs. Hedrick, Mrs.
Beckley, & Mr. Cook would like to thank all families
for being so flexible and understanding as we
launched the Spelling Bee this year.

It was definitely a learning experience for us all, and we are
already making plans for improvements for next year!
Our next steps are to go on to the All-School Spelling Bee
(Friday, Feb. 19 tentatively at 8:40 AM). In this Bee, 1st -5th
grade finalists will compete against each other so that our
school has one finalist to move on to the city-wide Spelling
Bee. Families are welcome to come to this assembly to root
on their spellers!
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AROUND
THE SCHOOL
!
BUILDING
LEADERSHIP TEAM

Learn more about the school budget
process
At the Jan. 25 BLT meeting we reviewed and
analyzed staff data relative to plans for school
improvement. The results are being used to
prioritize professional development for the
remainder of the school year and leading into the
next year.
The following are opportunities to learn more about
the school budget process. All BLT meetings are
open to the public and you are welcome to attend
for observation. The BLT meetings regarding the
budget are as follows:
Feb. 8 - Preliminary Budget Meeting.
During this meeting we will review the budget
process and Alki's decision making matrix. This will
be time to predict and plan for changes we may
need to address. This is a great opportunity to learn
more about how the budget process works.
Feb. 29 - Review actual data from the district.
Review budget and staff allocations and begin
budget discussions. Feedback will be welcome and
the format with which the feedback will be received
will be determined at the meeting dependent on
the number in attendance. The budget needs to be
turned around quickly therefore we need to be
efficient.
Mar. 7 - Tentative meeting for continued budget
discussion if needed.

Thursday Mornings in February
(8:20 AM - School Gym)
February will be Eat Healthy/Get Active
contest time for Fuel Up to Play 60 on
Thursdays at Alki! ALL STUDENTS may
participate from 8:20 - 8:40 AM on the
following Thursdays in the cafeteria.
WEEK 1 - FEB. 4
• Pick up paper to draw your own eat
healthy get active poster.
• Participate in healthy eating activities in
the cafeteria.
• Sign the Fuel Up pledge.
• Enter a drawing to win prizes.
• Eat your breakfast! Be active 60
minutes each day!
WEEK 2 - FEB. 11
• Turn in your poster at the cafeteria or
bring it to the school nurse. (All entries
receive an Alki Way ticket.)
• Visit the Fuel Up booth at breakfast.
• Enter a drawing to win prizes.
• Eat your breakfast! Get active!
WEEK 3 - FEB. 18
• Poster prizes will be announced at
breakfast and at lunch. (Fuel Up to Play
60 participants will be the judging
team. Prizes will be given to homeroom
teachers for distribution.)
• Visit the Fuel Up booth to play games.
• Enjoy your breakfast! Be active 60
minutes each day!

Mar. 14 - Review the final budget.
There will be a quick budget review at the General
PTA meeting on Feb. 11.
Questions? Contact:
BLT PTA Representative Laura Mount
lamount03@gmail.com
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LEGISLATIVE
NEWS
!LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
Feb. 11 General PTA Meeting

The 2012 McCleary decision by the state supreme
court asserts that Washington State is not fulfilling
it’s constitutional duty to fund public education.
Last summer, the court determined that the state
is not making progress toward fulfilling that duty,
so found them in contempt of court and are being
sanctioned $100,000 a day. The fines are set aside
by the state treasurer in a special holding account.
As a result, a coalition of parents have created a
resolution to encourage our state legislatures to
write a budget to amply fund public schools and
comply with the McCleary decision. At our Feb. 11
General PTA Meeting we will be voting as an
organization on whether to adopt this resolution,
as many other PTAs in the state have done. Here is
the text of the resolution:
WHEREAS our State Constitution mandates “it is the
paramount duty of the State to make ample provision for
the education of all children residing within its borders”;
WHEREAS our State Supreme Court has unanimously ruled
that our Constitution accordingly “confers on children in
Washington a positive constitutional right to an amply
funded education,” with that ample funding being
“considerably more than just adequate”;
WHEREAS the Supreme Court unanimously ruled our State
is violating that Constitutional right, and that paramount
duty means “the State must amply provide for the education
of all Washington children as the State’s first and highest
priority before any other State programs or operations”;
WHEREAS the legislature has been ordered to fully provide
that ample funding by no later than the 2017-2018 school
year, and been repeatedly ordered to produce its complete
plan for doing so;
WHEREAS the Supreme Court ordered that the State’s
complete plan must amply fund the actual cost of K-12
education, including, for example, the actual cost of
recruiting and retaining competent teachers, administrators,
and staff, and the actual cost of constructing facilities
required to reduce K-3 class sizes to 17 students and
expand kindergarten from half-day to full-day;
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WALK-IN FOR
EDUCATION

Feb. 18, 2016 - 8:20AM (Front of School)
Please join Mr. Hanna and Alki teachers for a
Walk-In for Education! Teachers’ unions are
gathering across the country with their public
school communities to assert that these are
our schools and they must be fully funded.
Parents, students, and educators are standing
up together, sending a strong message to
policymakers and educational leaders that
we all support our public schools.

On February 18th Alki parents,
educators, and students gather in front
of school at 8:20 AM and then walk in
together. The school day will start on
time. W E A R R E D !
WHEREAS the Supreme Court last year ruled the State
in contempt of court for the legislature’s repeated
failure to produce the court-ordered ample funding
plan;
WHEREAS the Supreme Court this year imposed a
$100,000 a day contempt sanction on the State for the
legislature’s continuing failure to produce the courtordered ample funding plan;
WHEREAS the Supreme Court this year imposed a
$100,000 a day contempt sanction on the State for the
legislature’s continuing failure to produce the courtordered ample funding plan;
WHEREAS, we expect citizens and students in our
school district to obey the law, and we should expect
no less of our State officials; and WHEREAS, the
education of our students cannot afford more State
delays;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that
________________ requests that our State Officials
promptly and fully comply with the Supreme Court’s
orders in the McCleary case.
ADOPTED by _______________ at a regular [special]
open public meeting thereof, [of which due notice was
given as required by law,] held this ___ day of
__________, 2015, the following Representatives being
present and voting in favor of this Resolution.
_______________ Organization in
_______________COUNTY [COUNTIES], WASHINGTON
[Representative Signatures] _______________
ATTEST: Secretary to the Board of Directors

6

February 3rd, 2016

CO-VP EVENTS
Angela Powell
angmpowell@gmail.com
CO-VP FUNDRAISING
Patti Johnson
patti.d.johnson@gmail.com
SECRETARY
Kristin Dickerson
kristin.dickerson@yahoo.com
TREASURER
Patti Johnson
patti.d.johnson@gmail.com

UPCOMING PTA
MEETINGS
Thursday, Feb. 11
6:30 - 7:30 P.M.

Vote on and form budget
committee, nominating committee
results, present candidates
Thursday, Apr. 7
6:00 - 7:15 P.M.

PRIOR TO ART SHOWCASE
Vote on PTA Officers for 2016/17
school year

We also have our General PTA Meeting on Thursday, Feb.11
from 6:30-7:30 PM. Childcare will be provided again to ensure
everyone can make it to this important meeting. Please plan to
show up a few minutes early if you will be checking your
children in for childcare so that we can start start on time. Our
PTA meeting this month will include, a Student Poetry Slam,
Legislative Education, Nominating Committee Updates,
Budget Committee Formation and the Fall Survey Results.
Come grab a cup of coffee and catch up!
Don’t forget that there is No School on Monday, Feb. 15 and
16 in celebration of Presidents Day. School will return to
session on Feb. 17-19 to make up for days lost during the
teacher strike in September.
In recognition of Valentine's Day, thank you all so much for
creating such a wonderful, warm and loving environment for
our kids. This could not be accomplished without you! Have a
wonderful month Alki!
With warm regards,
Kirsten Donovan
Alki PTA President 2015-2016

!

CO-VP COMMUNICATIONS
Nicole Kistler
AlkiPTA@gmail.com

February is a busy month for our school.
Our children will be kicking the month off
by showing you how hard they have been
working on this year’s Musical, “Peter Pan
Jr.” Performances will be held at the West
Seattle High School Auditorium on Friday,
Feb. 5 at 7 PM and on Saturday, Feb. 6 at 2 PM. Let’s support
our Alki actors and actresses! Ticket order forms are available
on Alki PTA’s new blog (www.alkipta.wordpress.com) and
outside the school office. Return your order form with
payment, to your teacher or in the PTA mailbox (across the hall
from Mr. Kegel’s room). The advance ticket purchase deadline
was Friday, Jan. 30. Tickets may be purchased at the door if
seats are still available.

W

PRESIDENT
Kirsten Donovan
AlkiPTAPrez@gmail.com

Happy Valentine's Day Alki!

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH ALKI ON OUR BLOG

E

PTA EXECUTIVE
BOARD

PTA PRESIDENT LETTER

N

ALKI PTA
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https://AlkiPTA.wordpress.com
7

February 3rd, 2016

Volume X, Version 5

ALKI PTA
CHILDCARE
FOR PTA MEETINGS

SIGN-UP GENIUS
http://tinyurl.com/hr4gf5y

!

LEAVE A MESSAGE!
(206) 252-0983

PTA GENERAL MEETING - AGENDA
Thursday, Feb. 11 (6:30-7:30 PM)

Please join us next Thursday, Feb. 11 in the Cafeteria for our PTA
General Membership Meeting. As you can see below the
schedule is packed! We will be covering a lot of important issues
including, Paramount Duty and the policy on staff changes after
school is in session. We will also be inviting our students to share
with us some of the poetry they have been working on in the PTA
funded program, "Writers in the Classroom."
As promised, CHILDCARE IS FREE! There are 45 spaces
available, you can sign up on SignUp Genius (http://tinyurl.com/
hr4gf5y) or you can call (206) 252-0983 and leave a message
with how many children/their names. Please arrive a little early if
you are dropping off kids at childcare so that we can start our
meeting on time.

AGENDA - Thursday, Feb. 11
• Student Poetry Slam

2016/17

• Guest Speaker - Paramount Duty

President

• District policy on staff changes
after school is in session

Co-VP Fundraising
If you have any interest in
these positions please
contact Nominating
Committee Member:
Lindsay Yost
(lindsaydyost@gmail.com)

• Legislative Education

• Paramount Duty
• Focus Day
• Alki Legislative Agenda

• Nominating Committee
Update
• Budget Committee
Formation
• Fall Survey Results
• Teacher Union - Petition
to fully fund
• Community Outreach

YOUR PTA DOLLARS AT WORK
February Spotlight: Alki Adventures

In honor of Alki students meeting their 1,000,000
Reading Minutes mark last week, the teachers are rewarding the
students with an afternoon of fun and games (aka Alki Adventures).
You might be more familiar with it's Spring counterpart Razzle Dazzle
(also PTA funded.) For Alki Adventure, money is put aside from our
budget to go toward this special afternoon of crafts, games, activities,
and really whatever else the staff can think of that the children would
enjoy.
We are proud to help sponsor this fun event, which encourages our
kids to keep up their reading and to turn in those "Monthly Reading
Minute" Sheets!
8

February 3rd, 2016

ALKI PTA
EVENTS

Volume X, Version 5

TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK
Want to Co-Chair a Fun Week of
Pampering our Alki Staff?

We are looking for a team of volunteers to help take on the very
popular Staff Appreciation Week celebration. Help us show the
staff at Alki how much we appreciate the work they do all year long
with a little pampering each day during the week of (May 2-6).
This week long May event is very important part of our Alki PTA. It
gives us a chance to show the Alki Staff how much we value them
and the work they are doing with our children.
If you are interested in Co-Chairing Staff Appreciation Week,
please contact Co-VP Events: Angela Powell (alkipta@gmail.com).

UPCOMING BUY-IN PARTIES!

What are you waiting for? Time is Running Out!
Sign Up @ http://tinyurl.com/zdn635y

After School Valentine Making Party
Thursday, Feb. 11 (3:00 - 4:30 PM)

The brilliantly talented Ms. Scranton, will lead an
awesome Valentine making party. Art supplies included, just
bring your love!

$20
Register by:
2/9/16

Capture the Flag

Monday, Feb. 22 (3:00 - 4:30 PM)
Come for the ultimate game of flag domination. Join us in the
Alki Elementary gym and see who will emerge as the Capture
the Flag world champion! Open to students in 3rd - 5th grade
only, please.

THANK YOU
A BIG thank you to Peter Morse of
Mission Latin Restaurant and Bar
and Roger Bialous of Georgetown
Brewery for hosting the very
first Alki Auction Exclusive Seahawks
Viewing Party, Jan. 3 at Mission!
What a treat for Alki parents and
staff to kick back and relax at this
adults only buy-in while enjoying
complimentary beer from
Georgetown Brewery and delicious
apps from Mission! This was a
hugely successful event that sold
out this years auction and is sure to
have created happy memories for
the lucky attendees all while
supporting our students and Alki
PTA! Thank you!

$20
Register by:
2/21/16

Library Night

Friday, Feb. 26 (5:30 - 7:30 PM)
Feed your child dinner early and drop them off at Alki Library
for a fun evening of books, computers, games and excitement.
Wear their p.j.'s, bring a stuffy or blanket... there will be cocoa
and a snack along with a bedtime story before you pick up.

$20
Register by:
2/24/16

Become a Youth Orca Expert
Friday, Mar. 4 (2:50 - 7:00 PM)

Spend the afternoon on a virtual field trip to the San Juan Islands
with Mrs. Massimino! Listen to echolocation calls through an
underwater hydrophone, take 2 virtual tours of the Lime Klin
Lighthouse and the Whale museum as well as speak with experts
about Orca Whales. Students will create an orca whale art piece,
a certificate for being a Youth Orca Expert, and receive a special
charm from Mrs. Massimino.

$20
Register by:
2/29/16
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ALKI PTA
FUNDRAISING
DINE OUT
FOR ALKI

VOLUNTEERS

Tuesday, Feb. 23
(Pizzeria 22)
Plan to have dinner at Pizzeria 22 after 6 PM on
Tuesday, Feb. 23 and Pizzeria 22 will donate 10% of all
sales back to Alki's PTA!
Just mention you are an Alki Family when you eat. The
newly expanded dining room will be reserved for Alki
Families.

CLOTHING
DRIVE
Are the clothes that you're
saving for the clothing drive
piling up? Can't wait until May to donate?

Are you a 4th grade parent this year and
want to make a difference at your last
Auction next Fall? Do you have fun,
creative ideas to make our auction great?
Interested in meeting and working with a
great group of dedicated parents?
JOIN OUR 2016/17 AUCTION TEAM!!
We are currently looking for an Auction
Chair (or co-chairs) as well as volunteers
that want to make Alki's biggest night of
the year a huge success.
Email: (alkipta@gmail.com) to inquire

We know how annoying it is to have unwanted textiles
that are out of fashion, not needed, or no longer fit
cluttering up your house.
Stop by our next PTA meeting on Thursday, Feb. 11th
(6:30 PM), and every General PTA meeting after to
donate those goods early and still participate in our
May clothing drive. Question or inquiries please
contact Patti Johnson patti.d.johnson@gmail.com

We still have
Buy-In Party spots for kids
and parents alike.
FIND OUT MORE HERE:

http://tinyurl.com/zdn635y

Help us show the staff at Alki how much we
appreciate the work they do all year long
with a little pampering each day during the
week of (May 2-6).
Email: alkipta@gmail.com to inquire

PTA PRESIDENT
CO-VP FUNDRAISING

Are you interested in any of these PTA
Executive board positions or in helping the
committee find people who are?
Contact Lindsay Yost
lindsaydyost@gmail.com
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