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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL  
Dear Alki Community, 
Happy Spring!  Our clocks have sprung forward, 
our students are highly engaged in Smarter 
Balanced Assessments, and our calendars are filling 
up with many celebratory end-of-year events.  As 
you read through this issue of Currents, take special 
note of the many events that are planned for our 
school and students in the next several weeks.  It is 
a joyous, albeit busy, time of year!  

For our school staff, May signifies much more than the approaching end of 
another school year.  May is a time when we are in “high gear”, planning for 
what will come next.  Our staff is very excited about the ways in which we 
work to improve at what we love to do.  This month, I share with you the 
article below, prepared by Mrs. Moroles and members Alki’s Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support (MTSS) Team.   

Before I share the article, I also want to take a moment to recognize Staff 
Appreciation Week and express my gratitude and appreciation for each and 
everyone of our staff members.  Thank you for all that you do to help keep 
our kids safe, happy, and learning each day! 

Warmly, 
Shannon Hobbs-Beckley 

Building a Plan for Improvement 
Every member of the Alki Elementary School community continually strives 
to provide the best education possible for all of our students.  Our Alki PTA 
recently made a significant investment towards our ongoing school 
improvement plan by sending a team of staff members to Denver to attend 
a two-day conference entitled RTI at Work, which was presented by Solution 
Tree. RTI, or Response to Intervention, is a systematic approach to providing 
instruction and intervention that is designed to ensure high levels of 
learning for all of our students. 

Staff members who attended the conference include Shannon Hobbs-
Beckley, Laurie Iba, Jennifer Roshalt, Jeromie Heath, and Sunny Moroles.  
Alki’s principal intern, Shawn Cook, also attended, funded by the Seattle 
Public Schools central office budget. 

�1

SCHOOL CONTACTS 

ATTENDANCE LINE 
(206) 252-9054 

PRINCIPAL 
Shannon Hobbs-Beckley 

(206) 252-9050 
smstanton@seattleschools.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
Lisa Noyes 

(206) 252-9050 
lnoyes@seattleschools.org 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASSISTANT 
Ann Stevens 

(206) 252-9050 
astevens@seattleschools.org 

OFFICE HELP 
Dianne Szerlong 
(206) 252-9050 

SCHOOL NURSE 
Mary K Sykes 

(206) 292-9057 
mksykes@seattleschools.org 

CAFETERIA 
Dianne Lannoye 
(206) 292-9058 

dllannoye@seattleschools.org

The Alki Way !
Always be Responsible  

Let Kindness Be Your Guide 
Keep Yourself and Others Safe 

Inspire Respect and Pride

Cont. on page 2.

ALKI CURRENTS
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BUDGET COMMITTEE 
2016/17 Proposed Budget 
The 2016 PTA Budget Committee would like to thank staff and PTA 
event chairs for submitting budget requests in a timely manner and 
would like to present the proposed PTA budget for 2016/17 found 
here:  http://tinyurl.com/ProposedAlkiBudget-2016-17 

The committee met three times in April.  They carefully reviewed  all 
requests and standing line items deciding  to  approve, partially 
approve or deny funds.  Input was provided by the selected PTA 
budget committee members, Principal Beckley, Alki teachers and 
staff, collected feedback from the fall PTA parent survey and other 
parent sources and, as always, the needs of our student body. 
Majority of requests were those that we have been proud to fund 
previously ie: lunchroom/playground support, health room 
support, library materials, and teacher discretionary funds for 

every classroom, social events, and operational costs.  One 
notable and significant new request came this year from 
Principal Beckley and the BLT asking for $55,000 to keep our 
half-time counselor position.  Due to a change in SPS criteria 
for allocating counselors Alki will lose this position next year. 
This is will be a significant impact on our school and it was 
unanimously proposed that the PTA fund to keep our 
counselor for the benefit of all Alki students.  

LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL 
CONT. 
During this two day workshop, the Alki team created a 
plan to address multiple levels of support. Team 
members identified elements of the plan that are 
already in place and functioning well, aspects of the 
plan that are in the development phase, and those 
aspects of the plan that haven’t been addressed yet.  

This leadership team is now gathering additional information from 
teachers to further refine the plan.  During the remainder of the school 
year and into the summer, the team will plan professional development 
for Alki staff members in order to share the information from the 
conference so that the entire staff can be involved in designing and 
implementing an RTI system that will benefit all of our students. 

Thank you, Alki PTA, for your generous investment in these staff members 
and our students.  We are excited to recognize the many aspects of the 
plan that are already in place and are even more excited about those 
elements that are still to come.  Alki community, with your help, we’re one 
step closer to our mission of each student achieving academically, 
socially, and emotionally!

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL

IMPORTANT  
UPCOMING DATES 
May 2 - 6 
Teacher Appreciation Week 

Wednesday, May 4  
(7:30 AM) 
Bike to School Day 

May 14 - 20 
Clothes for the Cause-Textile Drive 

Tuesday, May 24 
Volunteer Tea 

Thursday, May 26 
Alki-a-Thon 

Wednesday, Jun. 1 
(12:50 AM) 
Early Dismissal  

Thursday, Jun. 9 
(5:00 - 6:30 PM) 
End of Year BBQ 

Thursday, Jun. 9 
(6:30 - 7:30 PM) 
General PTA Meeting

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/alkipta

SIGN-UP FOR E-NEWS 
Email alkipta@gmail.com to sign up

CHECK OUT ALKI'S WEBSITE 
http://alkies.seattleschools.org/

READ OUR BLOG 
https://AlkiPTA.wordpress.com

Cont. on page 3.
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LEGISLATIVE, 
BLT, & BUDGET 
NEWS

EDUCATION FUNDING - 
WHY NOT USE TAXES? 
There is a lot of discussion about new tax revenue 
to fund education.  However, the Washington State 
Constitution has some pretty clear restrictions on 
how Washingtonians can be taxed. Sometimes, I 
hear people talking about making “billionaires pay 
their fair share”.  But our state constitutions spells 
out that taxes must be assessed equally across a 
taxing district.  It says in Article VII, Section 1, 
"All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of 
property within the territorial limits of the authority 
levying the tax and shall be levied and collected for 
public purposes only.  The word ‘property' as used 
herein shall mean and include everything, whether 
tangible or intangible, subject to owner-ship.” 

This means that a graduated income tax, like we 
have at a federal level, is not allowed for state 
income tax in this state. 

Other times, I hear people talking about a levy 
swap.  By this, they mean a plan where the funds 
from local school levies are sent to the state 
government to redistribute more equitably 
throughout the state.  However, the state 
constitution limits the combined amount of 
property tax that can be collected to 1% of 
property value without voter approval.  From 
Article VII, Section 2, 

“...the aggregate of all tax levies upon real and 
personal property by the state and all taxing 
districts now existing or hereafter created, shall not 
in any year exceed one percent of the true and fair 
value of such property in money.” 

Here in Seattle, our property tax is a combination 
of state tax, King County tax, Port of Seattle tax, City 
of Seattle tax, school levy and miscellaneous 
levies.  We are near the constitutional limit.  Once 
the recently approved transportation levy and 
more recently approved school levy go into effect, 
we will be over the 1% limit.  See the Department 
of Revenue flyer at http://dor.wa.gov/docs/pubs/
prop_tax/homeown.pdf for more information. 
So, when talking to your state legislatures about 
funding education, make sure your suggestions are 
constitutional!

BUILDING LEADERSHIP 
TEAM (BLT) 
The BLT team met on Apr. 25th to discuss 
plans for the upcoming school year. The team 
was formed to work on the master schedule 
and class placements.  You will find the 
Student Placement forms in the May 4th kid 
mail.  
Please take a few moments to fill these forms 
out and return them to school no later than 
May 11th.  They are a critical piece to teachers 
when discussing class placement.

BUDGET COMMITTEE (cont.) 
The budget committee is so grateful to our 
membership and all Alki families for putting us in a 
position to potentially save our students from being 
directly affected by this staff cut.  However, we fully 
understand and would expect our membership to 
also weigh what this means for other PTA programs 
and/or events that may have had to be cut in order 
to fund what we can and keep a healthy reserve in 
our bank - although we significantly dipped into it 
with this proposal.  We also have our eyes forward to 
changing these criteria in hopes that this is not a new 
normal, rather a temporary lapse in policy that we 
will fight to be rectified. 

The 2016 budget committee thanks you for your 
thoughtful consideration of their proposal.  Please 
plan to attend the May 12th General PTA meeting 
6:30 - 7:30 PM for Budget presentation and 
discussion.

http://dor.wa.gov/docs/pubs/prop_tax/homeown.pdf
http://dor.wa.gov/docs/pubs/prop_tax/homeown.pdf


May 4th, 2016 Volume X, Version 8

!

�4

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL
BUDDY BENCH INSTALLED! 
The big trucks you may have seen on the playground last 
week during drop off / pick up were more than just a 
maintenance crew, they were specifically requested by Alki 
5th grader Cami M.  If you were at the Auction this fall, you 
will remember a very heartfelt letter written by Cami 
requesting we raise money for a special project. 

“Dear Mrs. Beckly 
I have a idea, Our school can have a belonging bench.  A 
belonging bench is if someone is feeling sad or upset they 
can go sit on the bench and their can be someone that 
volunteer at lunch time so everytime someone feels sad 
that person can make them feel better.  They volunteer on a 
sheet of paper hanging near the composte volunteer 
sheet.  I want this bench because I remember one time 
when I felt like no one wanted to play with me and that I 
didn’t belong.” 

With the help of your PTA dollars and staff member Alyson 
Hallberg, Cami’s ‘Belonging Bench’ turned into the “Buddy 
Bench” and was finally opened Thursday, April 21, 2016. 

From Alyson Hallberg: 
“Our first customer was greeted by two recess supervisors. 
The second student was so sad that she said “I can’t 
imagine this day getting any worse” and as I began to talk 
with her a class mate came up and asked her to play. From 
then on the bench took on a life of its own. It started 
conversations about friendship, playing, would you sit 
there crying or do you just sit?  What if no one comes? 
What if we all sit here? It went on throughout the recesses 
that day.  My favorite time was seeing a group of several 
kids role playing how to use the bench. They entered as 
friends and evolved into a perfect example of how to use 
the bench.  They all left in pairs after acting to comfort each 
other.” 
Thank you Cami for your thoughtful idea and showing Alki 
students that they really can make a difference in their 
school and community.



May 4th, 2016 Volume X, Version 8

!

�5

AROUND  
THE SCHOOL

SMARTER BALANCED 
ASSESSMENT 
CONSORTIUM 
Spring has arrived and 
with it comes our state 
assessments for 3rd-5th 
graders (called Smarter 
Balanced). These 
assessments are designed 
to show how students perform on our learning 
standards in English language arts and mathematics. 
They provide one measure of student learning for our 
students, teachers, families and community. Each of 
the English language arts and mathematics 
assessments has two sections.  One section is in a 
more traditional test format while a second section is 
called a “performance task”. These performance tasks 
combine research, reading, and writing skills in English 
language arts and real world problem solving in math.  
In an English language arts performance task, for 
example, students might be asked to read multiple 
passages and combine that information to answer 
questions or complete a writing task. 

If you would like to see what these assessments look 
like, you can try the practice tests at this link: https://
practice.smarterbalanced.org/student/. 

While the best “test prep” is simply the learning 
already occurring at school, here are a few tips for 
families to make sure your child is ready to do their 
best: 
• Make sure your child has had a good night’s sleep 

and a healthy breakfast before testing. 
• Be sure that your child is present (see our test 

calendar below) and on-time to school. Tardies can 
be especially disruptive during testing. 

• Have your child practice their keyboarding skills. All 
students have access to an online keyboarding 
program called Typing Agent that students can use 
at home. Please talk to your child’s teacher for login 
information. 

• Talk with your child about the assessments being 
another opportunity to show what they’ve learned 
while not overemphasizing them. This can help 
students to go in with the right mindset and have a 
more pleasant experience. 

The Smarter Balanced test window for Alki will run 
from April 19th through May 19th as follows: 

• Apr. 19 – 22:  3rd Grade 
• Apr. 25 – 29:  3rd & 5th Grade 
• May 2 – 6:  3rd & 4th Grade·        
• May 9 – 12:  3rd & 4th Grade        
• May 16 – 19:  4th & 5th Grade (Science)

APRIL PASSPORT                          
CHECK CHANGED 
Due to smarter balance test, there has 
been a date change for Passport Check 
Day. The new date is Friday, May 6th.

ALKI BREAKFAST CHALLENGE 
Breakfast with Benefits –Eat Breakfast!                    
Fuel Your Brain!   
All students who eat school breakfast before school thru May 
5 will be entered into a drawing for family tickets to the May 
22 All Star Softball Classic at Safeco Field.  Last year’s teams 
included MLB legends Dan Wilson and Jay Buhner, Seattle 
Seahawk Jermaine Kearse, Shawn Kemp of the Seattle 
Sonics.   

It will be a fun family event, so come, join your student for 

ACHIEVED EARLY! 
Students reach their 2M minute goal 3 
months ahead of schedule. 
Alki students have already reached their goal of reading 2 
MILLION minutes and earning Razzle Dazzle Day! This is an 
amazing feat as last year they were down to the wire in May 
to get enough minutes. This year, however they reached 
our goal in March!!! To keep reading a priority through the 
end of the year Alki will have a May Alki Reads Challenge.  
Each class will make a minute and participation goal and 
attempt to read the most minutes in a month to earn an All-
School Read-In one afternoon in June. Students will get to 
choose a classroom in the building to read in. More details 
will be provided at a later date.  Congrats!

https://practice.smarterbalanced.org/student/
https://practice.smarterbalanced.org/student/
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PTA EXECUTIVE  
BOARD 
PRESIDENT 

Kirsten Donovan 
AlkiPTAPrez@gmail.com 

CO-VP COMMUNICATIONS 
Angela Powell 

AlkiPTA@gmail.com 

CO-VP EVENTS 
Angela Powell 

AlkiPTA@gmail.com 

CO-VP FUNDRAISING 
Patti Johnson 

patti.d.johnson@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Kristin Dickerson 

kristin.dickerson@yahoo.com 

TREASURER 
Patti Johnson 

patti.d.johnson@gmail.com

UPCOMING                    
PTA MEETINGS 
Thursday, May. 12 
6:30 - 7:30 PM 
Present PTA budget proposal for 
2016/17 school year. !
Thursday, Jun. 9 
6:30 - 7:30 PM 
Following Spring BBQ 
Vote on PTA Budget for 2016/17                    
school year

ALKI PTA PTA PRESIDENT LETTER 
Dear Alki Families: 

With just 8 weeks left in the school year, May 
signifies the start of Alki’s end of the year events, 
rewards and thank you’s. The school is bustling 
with Spring Activity and planning has begun for 
the 2016-17 school year. 

We kick off the month by saying thank you to the 
Alki Elementary staff with ‘Staff Appreciation 
Week.' May 2nd-6th we celebrate the amazing Alki 
Elementary Staff and provide them with a week of gift baskets, breakfast 
treats, fixing up the staff lounge, taco bar, and volunteers giving an hour 
of their time to help Alki Staff member’s with their never-ending-to-do 
list.  Be sure to check out our Staff Appreciation Week bulletin board 
where our Alki educators are the Stars of the Week!  And visit the 
"Appreciation Station" where students and parents alike can write a 
message of thanks to staff members that will be delivered to them at the 
end of the Best Week Ever!  Special thank you to Appreciation Week 
chairs, Amy Cooper & Lindsay Yost for organizing such a great week! 

On May 12th (6:30 – 7:30 PM) we invite you to attend our General PTA 
meeting, where the proposed PTA Budget will be presented to parents 
for the 2016-17 school year. The proposed budget: http://tinyurl.com/
ProposedAlkiBudget-2016-17or you can pick up a paper copy outside of 
the school front office.  Thank you to this year’s Budget Committee: Amy 
Cooper, Patti Johnson, Davina Dilley, Laura Mount, Angela Powell, and 
Elise Carlson-Rainer.  Special thanks to Principal Beckley and Intern 
Shawn Cook for being there to support us, answer questions and be a 
partner in the process. Your guidance was invaluable! 
The week of May 14th - 21st is our last week of textile collection for 
"Clothes for the Cause".  All year Co-VP of Fundraising, Patti Johnson has 
done an incredible job collecting your textiles... and now is the final push.  
See Page 11 for all the way that you can help contribute.  Reminder that 
this drive is exclusively for our 2016/17 Emergency Preparedness Kits.  
Thank you Patti! 

We wrap up May with our last big fundraiser of the year Alki-A-Thon on 
Thursday, May 26th!!  Come watch your kids run, run with them and/or 
volunteer to help at this event (http://tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016).  The 
kids have such a great time, the weather is typically beautiful and it’s a 
great day to support good health.  Funds raised pay for tutoring, 
playground supervision, Writers in the Schools, teacher discretionary 
funds to support all classrooms, and the social events that are so 
important to creating our community. 

In addition, our Alki-A-Thon chairs: Susan Gates and Jessie Ryan 
proposed the addition of a donation opportunity for participating West 
Seattle Elementary schools in our district during Alki-A-Thon. In addition 
to pledging for our students, donors can also check an optional box to 
donate to a participating Elementary School in West Seattle. 

You will find detailed information, ways to help and contacts regarding 
the above-mentioned events inside E-News this month. Have a terrific 
May Alki! 

With Warm Regards, 

Kirsten Donovan 
PTA President 2015-16

mailto:AlkiPTA@gmail.com
mailto:AlkiPTA@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/ProposedAlkiBudget-2016-17
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016
http://tinyurl.com/ProposedAlkiBudget-2016-17
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016
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LAST OPEN BUY-IN PARTY! 
What are you waiting for?  Time is Running Out! 
Sign Up @  http://tinyurl.com/alkiauctionALKI PTA 

EVENTS Annual Beach Bonfire 
Wednesday, May. 18 (5:00 - 7:00 PM) 
Join Ms. Coghill, Ms. Iba, Ms. Nye and Ms. Roshalt for play time 
at the beach! DROP OFF your kiddos! We'll provide hot dogs, 
marshmallows and supervision. Students should bring beach 
toys - football, frisbees, kites, buckets, etc.  Students will not be in 
the water and should not wear swim suits.  See you at the beach!

$20
Register by: 

5/18/16

THANK YOU APRIL BUY-IN PARTIES
Two of our most popular and lucrative Auction Buy-In 
parties happened in April and we want to give HUGE 
thanks to the hosts!   

The 3rd Annual Alki Poker Party, April 2nd, was its most 
successful yet!  Put on by Stan and Paulette Athan and 
hosted at the home of Tom and Julie Madden, the 
poker party's total earnings came to $3,160 for Alki 
PTA! That might be our most successful Buy-In EVER! 
 Thank you to the hosts for organizing this fantastic 
event, which included contributing food/beverages and 
fabulous prizes!  Congrats to this year's champion, Tom 
Madden, who will keep the coveted trophy till next year! 

Huge thanks also go to Patti 
Johnson and Andy Wood for 
being the brave souls to 
host the Alki Sleepover  on 
April 1st!  Joined by parent, 
Scott May, the three 
chaperones put on a great 
time for all the students in attendance including indoor 
volleyball, marshmallow sculptures, and even live 
music!  Principal Hobbs-Beckley read a bedtime story 
and greeted the sleepy eyed kids in the morning! 
 Thank you to all for keeping this tradition going at Alki!

END OF YEAR BBQ 
Thursday, Jun. 9 (5:00 - 6:30 PM) 
The Annual Back to School BBQ is Thursday, 
June 9th (5:00 - 6:30 PM) on the Alki Blacktop!  
You can assist event Chairs, Erin and Erin Kelley, 
with set-up, clean up and grilling duties at the 
PTA SignUp Genius page (http://tinyurl.com/
AlkiSpringBBQ2016). 

Jamba Juice will also be in attendance selling 
smoothies ($3 cash only) and proceeds go back 
to Alki PTA! 

Alki PTA will supply beef and chicken hot dogs, beverages and condiments. 

Alki families can help by pot lucking the rest. Please bring the following 
according to the first letter of your last name. Nut-free foods only please. 

A-G Healthy Finger Foods (Veggies, Fruit, Cheese, bean/hummus dips) 

H-L Chips, Crackers, Popcorn, Dips 

M-Z Hand Held Sweet Treats (or Fruit!) 

For more information please contact the Kelley's (erinsquared@msn.com). 
Looking forward to seeing you there!

http://tinyurl.com/AlkiSpringBBQ2016)
mailto:erinsquared@msn.com
http://tinyurl.com/AlkiSpringBBQ2016)
mailto:erinsquared@msn.com
http://tinyurl.com/alkiauction
http://tinyurl.com/alkiauction
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To all of Alki’s teachers and staff, thank you for all you do for 
our children and families all the year through.  

This week we wanted to learn a little more about YOU!
"There's no one quite like a special teacher, and no teacher quite as special as you."!

                -  Anonymous

May 4th, 2016

8

Mrs. Kramer (Kindergarten) 
Likes: * Mission * Chupacabra * Glitter * Target * 
Macaroons * Drew Barrymore * Daisies * Yoga * 
“My favorite thing about my teacher is she lets me work so 
hard and she gives me awesome math and writing and 
Mrs. Kramer does cool things.” – Jameson K.

Mr. Kegel (Kindergarten) 
Likes: * Marination * Soccer * REI * Brownies * Hiking * 
Biking * Bagels with Cream Cheese * 
“My favorite thing about Mr. Kegel is he teaches me good.” 
– Delaney B.

Mrs. Frost  formerly Kline (First Grade) 
Likes: * Salty’s * Cactus * Amazon * Chocolate * Peanut 
Butter Pretzels * Shells * Roses and Orchids * 
"Mrs. Frost always says: 'Shhh-shhh-sh-sh!" – Mason  D.

Mrs. Hedrick (First Grade) 
Likes: * PCC * Yoga * Hiking * Teaching * Ice Cream * The 
Admiral Bird * Peanut Butter & Pretzels * 
“My favorite thing about Mrs. Hedrick is she teaches very 
good math.  My favorite memory is the baby shower!”           
– Trevor D.

Ms. Delacour (First Grade) 
Likes: * Mioposto * Met Market * Mariner’s Games *             
* Road Trips * Milk Chocolate * Dr. Suess * Lilies * 
“My favorite thing about my teacher is...her hair!”   
- Summer N.

Mrs. Dilley (First Grade) 
Likes: * Mission * Trader Joe’s* Cookies * Dried Fruit * 
Sewing * Tennis * Tulips * Bulbs * 
“My favorite thing about my teacher is that she is kind. 
Cause she really is, even to our PE teacher because she 
got an extra drink for her from Starbucks." – Nathan B.

Mrs. Massimino (Second Grade) 
Likes: * Circa * Endolyne Joes * Farmers Markets * Beach * 
Fruit * Dark Chocolate * Potted Flowers *  
“My favorite thing about my teacher is she is real nice, she 
teaches us a lot of things and we are lucky because we 
have a lucky teacher.” – Ericka K.

Mrs. Roshalt (Second Grade) 
Likes: * Thai * Mexican * Italian * Sweets * Parks * BBQ *  
* Potato Chips * Flowers (except strong smelling lilies) * 
“My teacher always says "good job!” – Stella B.

Mrs. Rasmussen (Second Grade) 
Likes: * Cactus * Phoenicia * Carrot Cake * Chips & Dips * 
Golf * Watching Baseball * Gardening * 
“My favorite thing about my teacher is she is kind, sweet 
and teaches us cool things.” Stella B.

Ms. Nye (Second Grade) 
Likes: * Mission * Talaricos * CLICK! * Capers * Yoga * 
Salty Snacks * Gelato * Books * Dark Chocolate * 
“When we get Alki Way Tickets Ms. Nye makes really 
great parties!  Like once we had ‘Eat and Read Pajama 
Day’ with popcorn!” – Max C.

Mrs. Ramsey (Third Grade) 
Likes: * Pizzeria22 * Anthropologie * Ballet * Shoe 
Shopping * Drk.  Chocolate * Smoked Salmon * Tulips *  
“My teacher always says...’to tiptoe down the stairs like 
you’re sneaking up on someone.” – Henry N.

Mrs. Grygleski “G” (Third Grade) 
Likes: * Blue Moon Burgers * Camping * Birding * Dark 
Chocolate/Nuts * Chips * Amazon * Lilacs/Sunflowers * 
"My teacher always says 'tsk tsk tsk… not listening!" – 
Anthony P.

Mrs. Seefeld (Third Grade) 
Likes: * Cactus * Frans Chocolate * Bruschetta * Willow 
Tree Figures * Choc. and Peanut Butter * Tulips * 
Favorite Classroom Supplies: * Papermate Flair Pens (all 
colors) * Post-It Notes * Painter’s Tape *

Mrs. Soccorsy (Fourth Grade) 
Likes: * Ballard Restaurants * Swanson’s Nursery  * Dark 
Chocolate * Reading * Popcorn * Flowers * 
“Mrs. Soccorsy says “do it nice or do it twice!” – Nevea

Ms. Coghill (Fourth Grade) 
Likes: * Met Market * Tully’s * Gardening * Toffee * 
Salted Chocolate * Smoked Salmon * Peonies * 
“My favorite thing about my teacher is she understands 
me.” – Rex R.

Mrs. Calkins (Fourth/Fifth Grade) 
Likes: * Starbucks/Tullys * Thrift Stores * Running * Dark 
Chocolate * Potato Chips * Reading * Flowers *  
“Mrs. Calkins always says to be as quiet as items, like 
"be as quiet as a bowl of marshmallows" or "be as quiet 
as dumplings.’” – Landon H.

Mr. Hannah (Fifth Grade) 
Likes: * Elliott Bay Brewery * Sports * Stuffed Mushrooms 
* Sporting Good Stores * Cactus* 
“I like how Mr. Hannah gives out Skittles when we do well 
on our math homework and sometimes when I win my 
baseball or basketball games.” – Miles G.

Mr. Heath (Fifth Grade) 
Likes: * Tutta Bella * Halloween City * Hiking * 
Playing Pool * Calamari * Black Light Paint * Skulls * 
“Mr. Heath always challenges us and always tells us 
“Never give up!” – Reese T.



May 4th, 2016 Volume X, Version 8

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

�9

Mr. Hurd (Special Edu. Teacher) 
Likes: * Starbucks * Pagliacci Pizza * 
Photography * Big 5 * Sports Collectibles * 
Beef Jerkey * Starbursts *  
Favorite Classroom Supplies:  * Assorted 
Dice * Math/Reading Flash Cards * Math/
Reading Games *

Mrs. Morales (Special Edu. Resource) 
Likes: * Barnes&Noble * Target * Traveling * 
Cookies * No Chocolate (!)* Nuts * Notecards * 
Favorite Classroom Supplies: * Prizes: Stickers/
Stamps/Small Notepads * Dry Erase Markers * 
Childrens’ Books *

Mr. Josh (Special Edu. IA (Instructional Asst.)) 
Likes: * Octo Sushi * CLICK! * Sour Gummies* Drawing 
and Art * Caramels * Daisies * Ballpark Pretzels * 
“Mr. Josh tells a lot of jokes and plays with us at recess.”    
-  Ruby A. 

Ms. Ambrozic (Special Edu. IA) 
Likes: * Cactus * Fred Meyer * Gardening * Dilitante Dark 
Chocolate * Met Market * Chocolate Chip Cookies * 
“Mrs. Ambrozic helps out A LOT.” – Max C.

Mrs. Iba (Librarian) 
Likes: * Ivar’s Salmon House * Craigslist * Amazon * Her 
Beach House * Chocolate * Nuts * Walking * Gardening * 
“My favorite thing about Mrs. Iba is that she teaches us 
technology.” – Delaney B.

Ms. Kunkel "K" (Physical Education) 
Likes: * Tacos * Bed, Bath & Beyond * Amazon * Outside 
Games * Dark Chocolate Anything * Music/Concerts * 
“Mrs. Kunkel always says, “Don’t say cheat!” She likes it 
when I play hard.” – Landon H. 

Ms. Scranton (Multi Arts) 
Likes: * Dark Choc.* Pegasus * MetMarket * Paddle 
Boarding * Macadamia Nuts * Blue * Antiques * Flowers*   
“My favorite thing about Ms. Scranton is she lets us draw.” 
Delaney B.

Ms. Lyle (Music Specialist) 
Likes: * Dark Choc.* Pegasus * Met Market * Paddle 
Boarding * Macadamia Nuts * Blue * Antiques * Flowers*  
Favorite Classroom Supply: Reams of white paper

Mrs. Nguyen (Speech Therapist) 
Likes: * Amazon * Kids’ Activities * Ice Cream * Cookies * 
Scrapbooking * Traveling * Flowers (not plants) *  
Favorite Classroom Supplies:  * Playdough * Balance 
Stools * Theraputty * 

Ms. Amy Fields (Custodial Engineer) 
Likes: * Spuds * Fat Burger * Khol’s * Chocolate * Wheat 
Thins * Cooking * Butterflies * Tulips *  
“Miss Amy gives the most Alki Way tickets” – Max C.

Ms. Greenstein (Counselor) 
“Miss Greenstein is really helpful with the Conflict 
Managers.” Nevea

Dianne Lannoye (Lunchroom Manager) 
Likes: * Toshi’s * Chocolate * Cashews * Old TV Shows * 
Earrings * Birds * Carnations * 

Nurse Sykes (Nurse) 
Likes: * Asian and Mexican Food * Movies * Peppermint 
Patties * Mt. Dew * 50’s to 80’s Albums/Cassettes *  
Favorite Supplies: * Anything for Fuel Up to Play 60 * 
Prizes * Balls * Tickets * Pedometers * Frisbees * Ms. Stevens (Elementary School Assistant) 

Likes: * Starbucks * Met Market * Costco * Walking * 
Chocolate * Chips/Pico de Gallo * Reading * Flowers * 
“She is very welcoming when you walk into the office & 
always has a smile on her face." – Nevea

Mr. Cook (Intern Principal) 
Likes: * Starbucks * Met Market * Costco * Walking * 
Chocolate * Chips/Pico de Gallo * Reading * Flowers * 
Favorite Supply:  Bigger Sticky Pad (for leaving teachers 
notes.)

Mrs. Hobbs-Beckley (Principal) 
Likes: * Angelina’s * CLICK! * Walking * Reading * 
Cashews/Pistachios * Glassy Baby Candles * Lilies/Tulips* 
“Mrs. Beckley always says: Good Morning, Alki Students.” 
– Livia; “She’s really nice, funny and patient.” – Paisley

Ms. Noyes (Administrative Secretary) 
Likes: * Duke’s * Mission * Ebay * Garage Sales * Cruising 
* Chips/Guac * Anything Garlic * Peonies * 

Dianne Szerlong (Office Support) 
Likes: * Pizzeria 22 * Mioposto * Amazon * REI * Biking * 
Hiking * Warm Choc. Chip Cookies * Crafting * Flowers *

Laura Mount (Playground/Lunchroom 
Support) 
Likes: * New Leaf – Pho * PCC * Running * Dark Choc. 
Covered Almonds * Popcorn * Peonies *  
Favorite Supply:  Markers

Aly Hallberg (Playground/Lunchroom 
Support) 
Likes: * Pepperdocks * Spuds * Recess * Ice Cream * 
Popcorn * Salt & Pepper Shakers * Hydrangias * 
Fave Supply : Large Black Sharpie!

Bri’Anna Smith (Playground/Lunchroom 
Support) 
Likes: * Pizza * Mexican Food * Amazon * Trader Joe’s * 
Sewing * Farming * Ice Cream * Pellegrino * Books * 
Favorite Supplies: * Playground Balls * Kick Balls * 
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ALKI-A-THON IS COMING! 
Thursday, May 26 (12:30 - 2:00 PM) 
The Alki-A-Thon is Alki Elementary PTA’s second largest 
fundraiser of the year.  Last year we raised around 
$25,000 and are hoping that this year is just as successful 
if not MORE!  Funds raised pay for tutoring, playground 
supervision, Writers in the Schools, teacher discretionary 
funds to support all classrooms, and the social events that 
are so important to creating our community. 
The feet and necklaces are ordered and t-shirts are being 
designed (Thank you, Mr. Josh for the cool new t-shirt 
design – check out those running astronauts!).  Now we 
need you to complete the package with your pledges.  
THANK YOU to the Alki families and businesses who 
sponsored and will have their names proudly displayed 
on the back of the Alki-A-Thon t-shirts!   

Alki students will run, walk, skip, hop, or dance as many 
laps as they can around the Alki field and collect pledges 
based on their lap totals.  Pledge packets will be sent 
home in kid mail on May 10.  Or skip the paper and use 
our great online pledge system at http://
alkiathon.dojiggy.com.  It’s easy, secure, and enables us 
to track pledges much more efficiently.  You can send out 
email links to your pledge page, link it to your Facebook 
page, etc.  (The pledge packet includes instructions on 
how to set up your page.) 

New this year!  We are partnering with a couple of West 
Seattle schools to help them raise funds for their PTAs.  
This will be an option on your pledge packet and is 
entirely voluntary.  Stay tuned for details! 

Calling all volunteers!  This is such a fun event at which to 
volunteer – kids, music, cheering, running and even some 
dancing.  You can help your student’s teacher get the kids 
ready to run, keep track of laps, hand out water to thirsty 
runners, help set up tents, cut up oranges, decorate or 
just cheer on the kids.  Please visit www.tinyurl.com/
AlkiAThon2016, or email Julie Madden at 
motneddam@msn.com.   You can volunteer for 30 
minutes or for the whole day, it’s up to you!

ALKI PTA 
FUNDRAISING

REMINDER!  All students will go back to 
their classrooms after the Alki-A-Thon.  We 
will have regular dismissal on this day.  
Please do not take your student home 
directly from the field unless you have 
spoken with their teacher or Ms. Stanton.  

Questions about this event, or suggestions 
to make it even better? 
Please contact : 
Susan Gates (susancgates@hotmail.com) 
Jessie Ryan (jessiebean76@gmail.com).   

We welcome your feedback!

2015

http://alkiathon.dojiggy.com.
http://www.tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016
mailto:motneddam@msn.com
mailto:susancgates@hotmail.com
mailto:jessiebean76@gmail.com
http://alkiathon.dojiggy.com.
http://www.tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016
mailto:motneddam@msn.com
mailto:susancgates@hotmail.com
mailto:jessiebean76@gmail.com
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CLOTHES FOR CAUSE 
- STUFF THE BAG 
Coming home in Kid Mail - 
Wednesday, May 4 

Another way we are collecting 
donations is courtesy of our friends 
at Les Schwab Tire Center.  Look out 
for Bags to collect those unwanted 
textiles in Wednesday's May 4th Kid 
Mail.  Clothes for the Cause will have a 
trailer at our school the week of May 14th - May 21st to let 
you drop them off. 

Bring your stuffed bag to the school that week or early 
pick-up of bags can be arranged at any time by emailing 
patti.d.johnson@gmail.com. 

PRE COLLECTION IS KEY TO OUR FUNDRAISER - START 
COLLECTING NOW! 

Tell EVERYONE you know! SPREAD THE WORD!

WHAT DO WE TAKE? 
• All household textiles 

• ALL clothes – lightly used, or any 
condition! If in a condition that 
cannot be reused it will be recycled! 

• Shoes – in any condition 

• Towels 

• Gloves & Hats 

• Sheets 

• Blankets, quilts and bedspreads 

• Drapes 

• Purses & Belts 
All items must be kept dry, so please 
put them in tightly tied plastic bags. 

*We cannot take glass, breakables, 
electronics, pet beds, bed pillows, 
uniforms, carpeting, or hotel linens. 
Question or inquiries please contact 
Patti Johnson 
(patti.d.johnson@gmail.com)

ALKI PTA 
FUNDRAISING

Alki is partnering with 
Clothes for the Cause for our 

Clothing Drive Fundraiser.   
Donations will benefit Alki 

Elementary to purchase 
Emergency Comfort Kits for 

the children of Alki.

CLOTHES FOR CAUSE 
& WEST SEATTLE 
GARAGE SALE DAY 
Saturday & Sunday, May 14/15 
Participating in West Seattle Garage Sale 
day?  Know people that are?  Anything 
you don't sell bring them down to 
school where we'll have bins available 
that weekend to take them off your hands! 
During and after the West Seattle Community Garage 
Sale Day, Alki Elementary will be taking donations of any 
unwanted clothing and textiles. 

Collection Trailer Location: Alki Elementary School 
Address: 3010 59th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 
• Saturday, May 14th 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

• Sunday, May 15th 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

mailto:patti.d.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:patti.d.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:patti.d.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:patti.d.johnson@gmail.com
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ALKI PTA 
FUNDRAISING

AUCTION PLANNING MEETING 
Thursday, May 12 
Thursday, May 12, immediately following the PTA meeting 
at 7:30 PM join past and present auction volunteers for our 
2016 kick-off planning meeting at Barbara Ott’s home 
(email alkipta@gmail.com for address).  Some auction 
roles and responsibilities we are looking to fill: 
• Auction Chair or Co-Chairs:  Have final say in selecting 

theme, oversee timeline and planning, coordinate 
marketing and communication, maintain auction 
website, facilitate printing needs, be point of contact for 
vendors, volunteers and guests, facilitate thank yous to 
volunteers and donors, delegate, delegate, delegate! 

• Procurement Support:  Connect with family and business 
donors via letters, email and face to face, have great 
follow up skills, collect and input items into database, 
organize items for display on auction night, assist in 
sending thank you’s to donors. 

• Dessert Dash Coordinator:  Work with procurement to 
solicit bakeries for desserts, input into database, 
coordinate pick-up and delivery of desserts on auction 
day and display of desserts on auction night. 

• Buy In Party Coordinator:  Be point of contact for party 
hosts and teacher experiences, confirm details and input 
to auction database, facilitate communication of events 
to buy in guests post auction and throughout the year, 
publicize remaining spaces for sale in PTA E-news and 
Currents, facilitate thank you’s to buy in hosts after 
events have taken place.

• Ticket Sales:  Monitor online ticket sales, 
input complimentary teacher tickets and 
hard copy ticket orders, assign tables the 
week of auction. 

• Auction Photographer:  Set up photo 
booth, take pictures of guests, create 
online album for sharing. 

• Slide Show/Media:  Work with Chair and 
Principal to create Raise the Paddle 
video and slideshow of items for Live 
Auction. 

• Graphic Designer/Publisher:  Work with 
Auction Chair to design and create event 
poster, program and flyers. 

This is a great way to get involved in your 
student’s school not to mention meet fun 
and dedicated parents. Come share your 
ideas and be a part of the biggest party 
and fundraiser of the year!

'SCREENAGERS'  
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to those who attended April's 
screening of 'Screenagers: Growing Up 
in the Digital Age'.  Over 160 tickets 
were sold with portions going back to 
our PTA. 
For more information on the film and to 
signup for "Tech Talk Tuesdays", get 
sample digital use contracts, as well as 
other parent resources, please check out 
their site: http://
www.screenagersmovie.com/. 
Thank you also to the Admiral Theater 
for hosting!

http://www.screenagersmovie.com/
mailto:alkipta@gmail.com
mailto:alkipta@gmail.com
http://www.screenagersmovie.com/
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THE ALKI-A-THON  
NEEDS YOU!!! 

Thursday, May 26 (12:30 - 2:00 PM) 

The Alki-A-Thon is Alki Elementary PTA’s second largest 
fundraiser of the year.  Alki students will run, walk, skip, hop, 
or dance as many laps as they can around the Alki field and 
collect pledges based on their lap totals.  But before they 
start running, we need your help signing up to volunteer! 

This is such a fun event at which to volunteer – kids, music, 
cheering, running and even some dancing.  You can help 
your student’s teacher get the kids ready to run, keep track 
of laps, hand out water to thirsty runners, help set up tents, 
cut up oranges, decorate or just cheer on the kids.   

Please visit www.tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016, or email Julie 
Madden at motneddam@msn.com.    

You can volunteer for 30 minutes or for the whole day, it’s 
up to you!

ROOTS OF 
EMPATHY 
Alki Elementary is looking for 2 
volunteers to deliver the Roots 
of Empathy program in their kinder classrooms next 
year.   

Roots of Empathy is an award-winning program for 
elementary school children which has been bringing the 
wisdom of parents and babies into classrooms since 
1996.  The program helps children learn about a baby’s 
needs and development, and lets children see a loving 
relationship grow between parent and baby.  Classes 
are taught by a Roots of Empathy Instructor trained to 
give lessons on how a baby grows, naming and talking 
about feelings, and thinking about the feelings of 
others.  

Please contact Amy Cooper (akcooper07@yahoo.com - 
currently in her 3rd year as a ROE Instructor at Alki) with 
any questions you may have regarding the program and 
its commitments.  Also feel free to visit 
rootsofempathy.org for more information.

PASSPORT CLUB: NEED NEW 
COORDINATOR FOR NEXT YEAR 
After coordinating the Passport Club program for the last 
7 years, Heather Gutierrez is passing on the baton to 
other parents with fresh ideas. 

The  Passport Club is an individualized, sequential, 
geography enrichment program for elementary students 
that is cost effective and provides updated materials for 
classrooms.  Its main purpose is to help students learn 
some, or all, of the world’s countries over the course of a 
school year and instill the curiosity to learn more about 
our fascinating world. 

Contact: (Alkipta@gmail.com) if interested.

ALKI 
VOLUNTEER

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 
HAPPENING NOW! 
There are still a few days to show the love to Alki teachers 
and staff!  Visit https://tinyurl.com/
AlkiTeacherAppreciation to bring fixins' for the Cinco De 
Mayo Taco Bar Luncheon on Thursday or contribute an 
appreciation card/gift to be presented on Friday!  And 
don't forget to drop by the "Appreciation Station" in the 
main Hallway!  Thanks for helping to make this the "Best 
Week Ever!" for Alki's educators! 

• Monday: "Back to the Grind" - Special Coffees and 
Breakfast Treats 

• Tuesday: "Extreme Makeover" Staff Lounge Edition 

• Wednesday: "Day of Service" - Help a Teacher with 
Tasks 

• Thursday: "Cinco De Mayo Taco Bar"- Luncheon 

• Friday: "Favorite Things" - Gifts of Gratitude

FUEL UP FOR PLAY 60 2016/17 
With the early start next year, Fuel Up activities will be 
held after school on Thursdays from 2:05 - 3:00 PM. 
 They will again be without charge.  Nurse Sykes is in 
need of adult volunteers, as we must have a ratio of 1 
adult to every 10 participants.  The time frame will be 
Thursday afternoons from (Nov 1 thru Spring Break).  If 
you can give even an hour a month to our schedule of 
safe, active activities for students, please see the School 
Nurse Mary K Sykes, or email her at 
mksykes@seattleschools.org.  You must also be a School 
Volunteer, registered in the Alki Elementary School 
Office.   

The number of students who can participate will depend 
on the number of adults who can supervise.  Please 
come and enjoy our Fuel Up to Play 60 club!

mailto:mksykes@seattleschools.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016
mailto:motneddam@msn.com
https://tinyurl.com/AlkiTeacherAppreciation
mailto:Alkipta@gmail.com
mailto:mksykes@seattleschools.org
mailto:akcooper07@yahoo.com
http://rootsofempathy.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/AlkiAThon2016
mailto:motneddam@msn.com
mailto:akcooper07@yahoo.com
http://rootsofempathy.org
https://tinyurl.com/AlkiTeacherAppreciation
mailto:Alkipta@gmail.com
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ALKI 
COMMUNITY

MADISON MIDDLE 
SCHOOL DRAMA 
PRESENTS: WIZARD OF OZ 
Friday, May 13 (7 PM) 
Saturday, May 14 (10 AM) 

In Partnership with the YMCA and Taproot Theatre 
Company Madison Middle School Drama 
Presents: 

!!
!
!!
!!
!
!
Friday, May 13 (7 PM) 

Saturday, May 14 (10 AM) 
West Seattle High School Theater 

Advanced Tickets $10 Students and Adults 

At the Door $15 Adults, $10 Students 
Email jhpietsch@yahoo.com for reservations

PAWS ON SCIENCE 
Friday - Sunday, May 6 - 8 

Pacific Science Center welcomes the 
University of Washington for Paws-on 

Science:   Husky Weekend with plenty of purple, 
gold and hands-on science experiments for the 
whole family. Huskies of all ages are invited to 
participate in three days of interactive activities 
that highlight the cutting-edge research from a 
globally ranked university located right in the 
heart of Seattle. 

Learn about the boundless research 
breakthroughs happening in our own backyard. 
Don't miss out on special appearances made 
by Harry the Husky, the Husky Marching Band, UW 
Cheer and Dance, and live UW mascot, Dubs. 

Price: Paws-on Science is included with the price 
of general admission and FREE for Pacific Science 
Center Members. UW alumni, students, faculty and 
staff will also enjoy a 20 percent discount on 
admission. 

Website: https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/
paws-on-science-husky-weekend/

WEST SEATTLE COMMUNITY                          
GARAGE SALE DAY 
Saturday May 14 (9 AM - 3 PM) 
With 330+ garage sales signed up, it is going to be another spectacular day of selling, 
shopping, and meeting your neighbors.   

There will be a map available a week before the sale:  
https://westseattlegaragesale.wordpress.com/ for you to view the biggest and the best in 
West Seattle. 

And at the end of the day if you have a bunch of textiles that didn't sell... BRING IT BY 
SCHOOL  Clothes for Cause will have bins set up for you to dispose of all those textiles 
that didn’t sell.  All proceeds go toward Alki Elementary Emergency Preparedness kits.  
Any questions, email garagesale@westseattleblog.com

mailto:jhpietsch@yahoo.com
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/paws-on-science-husky-weekend/
https://westseattlegaragesale.wordpress.com/
mailto:garagesale@westseattleblog.com
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/paws-on-science-husky-weekend/
https://westseattlegaragesale.wordpress.com/
mailto:garagesale@westseattleblog.com
mailto:jhpietsch@yahoo.com

